
Active Citizenship Network is glad to invite you 
 
to attend the European event of the 6th European Patients'Rights Day: " Active Ageing citizens 
at the center of EU health policy " on the 15-16 of May 2012, in the EESC, Brussels (Van 
Maerlant Building, Room VM3 -  2nd floor 2, rue Van Maerlant). 
 
The number of ageing citizens is rapidly increasing (Europeans aged 65+ is expected to 
increase by 45% between 2008 and 2030, and even further to over 30% of the population by 
2060) the issues of their access to health care services and the respect of their rights as 
patients are becoming central and extremely challenging. 
 
The objective of the conference is thus to demonstrate that part of the solution resides in a 
change of perspective vis-à-vis ageing citizens, from weak patients into "empowered users" of 
health care services, able to contribute to a better implementation of their rights. 
 
It will be the occasion to bring together a wide range of stakeholders throughout Europe: 
to reflect on what is currently being done regarding ageing patients’ rights and to discuss how 
the involvement of ageing patients/users in citizens’ organisations dealing with health, can 
contribute to the well-being of the whole community, as well as to a better management of the 
crisis faced by healthcare services in all EU countries.  
 
The conference would like to contribute, thanks to the collection and sharing of a research on 
best practices from all EU countries, to the development of public policies for the active 
involvement of ageing patients in the health policy and to reveal the concrete benefits of this 
approach. 
 
The aim is promote a broader alliance between citizens’ and patients’ organisations as well as 
with other important health care stakeholders, identifying together Recommendations that can 
be used at European and national level for the active ageing involvement in health policy. 
 
The European conferences will include at least 180 participants among which representatives 
of the European Institutions, national and/or regional health care departments; national 
citizens’ and patients’ organizations; European networks; European and national associations 
of hospitals, doctors and nurses; the health care industry. 
 
Please see the attached note and the draft program. 
 
As the places available are limited, the registration is needed, please fill in the registration 
form attached as soon as possible and send it by e-mail to: a.puddu@activecitizenship.net 
 
Please feel free to spread the invitation to your contacts if interested. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
Teresa Petrangolini 
 
Director Active Citizenship Network 
 
Contact person: Daniela Quaggia  d.quaggia@activecitizenship.net 
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