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Context

 The law of patient rights – 2003, updated in 
2023

 Among fundamental rights:

 Access to the best medical care

 To be respected

 To second opinion

 To be properly informed

 The right to personalized 

 medicine 

Health Social System

National Insurance House

Rights for insured people to diagnosis 

and treatment

Minimum rights for uninsured people 

such as medical check-ups once per 

year and the right to be included in 

special program (e.g. oncology or 

infectious disease)

 

11% from population is uninsured – 

almost 2 million people
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period between 
EMA approval of 
medicine and 
reimbursement is 
778 days (at the 
opposite pole, 
German patients 
have access to 
the same 
medicine in only 
126 days).
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Of 167 innovative 
medicines 
approved by EMA 
between 2019 - 
2022, in Romania, 
in January 2024, 
only 29 were 
available.

No medicine 
approved at the 
European level in 
2022 was being 
reimbursed in 
Romania, 
according to 
January 2024 
data.



Deserted city

 In Romania, over 110.000 
people (more than the 
population of a medium city like 
Buzau), most of them with 
severe diseases, are waiting for 
more than a year to receive the 
medicine that they desperately 
need.



Global 

Lack of physicians in 
several important 

medical specialties 

175 localities don’t 
have a family 

physician

Often, important 
specialties like 

cardiology, diabetes, 
oncology are only 
found in big cities

Small city hospitals 
don't have a line of 
duty for different 

specialties

Waiting list for 
patients



Examples

According to the law, underage 

patients with a rare disease can 

continue to be treated in children's 

hospitals even after they turn 18. In 

reality, they couldn't benefit from 

treatment there because the law 

didn’t have an enforcement 

standard. Following pressure from 

parents, patient associations and 

media, the Ministry of Health solved 

this situation. 



Examples
 Valentin is a 54-year-old hemophiliac patient. 

He needs knee replacement surgery. This is a 

common situation for hemophiliacs. His 

hematologist says he needs 24,000 factor 

units. The surgeon says he won't operate on 

him without 74,000 units. The surgery has 

already been postponed due to the dispute. 

The treatment protocol does not clearly state 

what can be done in this situation.

 In Romania, there are 1600 people with 

hemophilia and all people over 40 need hip or 

knee prostheses because of the lack of 

prevention.



Examples

 A 12-year-old child with tetanus was saved by 

doctors at Victor Babeș Hospital in Timișoara 

after being intubated for 3 weeks. He was 

vaccinated with the first dose at the age of 

one but did not do the booster vaccine at five 

years old. Doctors say that without the first 

vaccine dose, he would not have survived.

 Unfortunately, in Romania, all vaccination 

rates are decreasing due to the decreasing 

confidence in vaccines.  



About us
 We are an umbrella organisation with 18 members, patient associations and 

federations, working in:

 Pilot projects focused on prevention, screening, and patient navigation

 Working with vulnerable groups to raise awareness and health education, centered on 

prevention

 Matching health technology development with patient needs

 Advocacy to authorities for faster approval of medicines and better conditions of care

 Proposing health policies at the local and national level

 In 2023, after 5 years of work, we managed to obtain compensation for vaccines 

for chronic patients.



Thank you!

 Luminita Valcea

 Luminita.Valcea@copac.ro

 Mobile: +40722975314
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