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The Steering Group and its members

Established: November 2017

Membership: The Steering Group is an EU-level coalition which brings
together 12 organisations representing healthcare professionals, scientists,
academics, civic society organisations and industry.

Goal: advocating for stronger prevention of respiratory infections through

immunisation.

Recent transition: from flu to respiratory infections

Leadership (co-chairs):

. MEP Dolors Montserrat (EPP, Spain) — former Spanish Minister of Health
Prof Dr Colin Russell - Professor of Applied Evolutionary Biology, Chair of

" ESWI Board

Sponsorship: Vaccines Europe
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Our mission: raising awareness on burden and prevention of ,
. . . C Steering Group
reSpIratory |nfeCt|OnS on Prevention of

Respiratory Infections

Objective: The Steering Group raises awareness on the importance of immunisation against respiratory infections, including seasonal

influenza, COVID-19, RSV and pneumococcal disease, to protect populations and release burden on EU healthcare systems.

for flu, COVID-19, RSV and pneumococcal
disease to better protect at-risk populations.

: Call on EU institutions & member states to
reinforce the necessity of immunisation campaigns, tackling vaccines hesitancy and
ensure EU and national resource allocation to sustain these efforts.

: Call on EU institutions to
improve data surveillance and collection of vaccine coverage rates. Providing timely
data is key to ensure informed decision making by policymakers.

SOME OF OUR GOALS

: Involve diverse stakeholders, including EU institutions,

healthcare professionals, patient organisations, industry, and civil society to discuss
challenges and identify solutions.

HER®




Overview of our advocacy initiatives
targeted at policy-makers

Annual awareness raising campaign and event in
October under the umbrella of #EURespiDay
(formerly #EUFluDay)

Drafting joint letters and statements on EU policy
developments

Meetings and positioning towards EU and national
policy makers

Drafting policy recommendations

Call to Action

On #EUFIDay, let's remember that
against seven
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EU Health and Food Safety

Based on the Council Conclusions, we call on EU policymakers to prioritise a harmonised, data-driven approach to
vaccination against respiratory infections, especially for people with chronic conditions. This includes standardised

data collection, robust electronic vaccination registries, and enhanced training and support for all he g

professionals to ensure consistent and effective immunisation practices. Additionally, innovative hea
tools and proactive public awareness campaigns are essential to building vaccine confidence and em
citizens and healthcare professionals.

We urge the European Commission and Member States to implement these recommendations. The §
on Influenza Vaccination remains committed to supporting these initiatives and collaborating with all
to build a Europe that cares, prepares, and protects.

Joint Statement on the
Council Conclusions on
the Future of the
European Health Union

cg\:é\gteering Group
on Influenza

Vaccination

Annual vaccination can
protect you from the flu
and related complications.

Get vaccinated:
get protected

)

Policy Recommendations for
Empowering
healthcare
professionals
for everyone's
protection

Taking action on seasonal influenza: why it matters

Around 50 million people are infected with
seasonal influenza (commonly known as the flu)in
the European Union (EU) every year.'Although the
EU and its Member States aim to vaccinate 75% of
people among at-risk groups for seasonal influenza, as
set out in the Council Recommendation of 2009 on
seasonalinfluenza vaccination, this objective hasyetto
be reached.* While on average just over half of people
over 65in the EU are vaccinated for seasonal influenza,
in countries such as Bulgaria and Latvia less than 10%
are vaccinated.*

The economic and health burden of seasonal
ianifi

influenza i icant. A recent study found that
between 16, d 39,000 people in the EU die due

to seasonal influenza every year* Seasonal influenza
infections burden already overstretched health systems
and lead to indirect costs through the loss of millions of
working days ®

Immunisation has great potential to improve

health systems more resilient and sustainable.

interventions in existence. Currently representing less
than 0.5% of healthcare budgets in most EU
countries, more must be investedin immunisation to reap
the full benefits.” Worryingly, vaccine confidence has
dedlined in the EUsince 2020.¢

The essential role of healthcare professionals




Our advocacy initiatives: annual campaignh & event ( steering Group

on Prevention of
Respiratory Infections

Annual awareness raising campaignh and event in October under the umbrella of
#EURespiDay (formerly #EUFluDay) EU Flu Day 2023 ‘mg‘mu.:ms

* Targets: policy and decision makers at EU and national level, as well as EU citizens

e Aim: The campaign and its event serves as a annual platform for awareness and
advocacy in Brussels and beyond.

Event: discussion among EU and national
policy makers and members of the @ o
European Pa rliament Jak co roku —z rado$cig wspieramy dzisiejszy .

A Szczepienia przeciw 8 oraz sg kluczowe dla

ca m pa ign & Med ia : i nVO Ive m e nt to ratowania zdrowia i zycia w calej Europie, w tym w naszym kraju:

=®| Zapewniaja ochrone zaréwno zaszczepionym, jak i ich otoczeniu

a m p I ify CO re m essa gi ng #®| Znacznie zmniejszajg obcigzenie systeméw opieki zdrowotnej

*x 2024 #EUFLUDAY

7
Vaccination is the best way of protection
for everyone, which also supports

healthcare systems

" IGNORANCE

e e e Ve 14 v



C Steering Group

on Prevention of
Respiratory Infections

This year: Closing the immunisation gaps: a comprehensive EU framework for Respiratory Infection Prevention”

2024:

* Focused on updating the 2009 Council Recommendation to renew calls for 75% uptake and expand

this to include COVID-19 and RSV to better manage the triple threat of annual respiratory viruses

2023:

* Focused on the role of healthcare workers in promoting vaccination and addressing hesitancy.
2022:

 Emphasised the urgent need to prioritise flu vaccines within public health policy.
2021.:

* Addressed the challenges of promoting flu vaccination amid the COVID-19 pandemic.
2020:

* Highlighted the importance of flu vaccines in the context of COVID-19 safety measures.

Impact: Consistent, goal-driven awareness raising campaigns build momentum — continuity is the key to campaign success

) HEUFLUDAY ) HEURESPIDAY


https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:348:0071:0072:EN:PDF
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Advocacy activities include:

e Targets: EU policy makers (European Parliament, EU
countries) and national policy makers from 27 EU

CO u nt ri e S Based on the Council Conclusions, we call on EU policymakers to prioritise a harmonised, data-driven approach to
vaccination against respiratory infections, especially for people with chronic conditions. This includes standardised
data collection, robust electronic vaccination registries, and enhanced training and support for all healthcare
professionals to ensure consistent and effective immunisation practices. Additionally, innovative health literacy

[ ] Ai m : to ra i Se a Wa re n e SS Of O u r key p r i O riti es tools and proactive public awareness campaigns are essential to building vaccine confidence and empowering both

citizens and healthcare professionals.

Call to Action

We urge the European Commission and Member States to implement these recommendations. The Steering Group
on Influenza Vaccination remains committed to supporting these initiatives and collaborating with all stakeholders
to build a Europe that cares, prepares, and protects.

Activities include:

Policy Recommendations for
Empowering
healthcare
professionals

N B _ for everyone’s
2. Drafting joint letters and statements on EU policy protection

d eve | 0 p me nts Joint Statement on the Taking action on seasonal influenza: why it matters
COU nCil COﬂClUSionS on Around 50 million people are infected with to seasonal influenza every year® Seasonal influenza

1. Developing our policy positions and drafting policy
recommendations (incl. this year’s manifesto)

seasonal influenza (commonly known as the flu) in infections burden already averstretched health systems
the Futu re of the the European Union (EU) every year.' Although the and lead to indirect costs through the loss of millions of
EU and its Member States aim to vaccinate 75% of working days.®

eople among at-risk groups for seasonal influenza, as P N .
pecple amang at-risk group: s, Immunisation has great potential to improve

° ° . . . . E o ean H lth U .on set out in the Council Recommendation of 2009 on health and quality of life, enable savings and make
3. Engaging with EU institutions and relevant national EU urog e o actraton Tachece ety et sty of e soable cavings nd ke

be reached.* While on average just over half of people

) . over 65 in the EU are vaccinated for seasonal influenza, I‘:t;ﬁ\"':::'g:": i’\ms:ifller:‘i?gt:;st\tjre;ff:iﬁreIaeI:';
countries governments through targeted meetings 5;5” i counties s 2 Blgans and L s e han 108 nerventionain extence Curer epresenigless

Steerlng Group S countries, more must be invested inimmunisation to reap
on Influenza The economic and health burden of seasonal the full benefits” Worryingly, vaccine confidence has

Vaccination influenza is significant. A recent study found that declined in the EU since 2020.°
between 16,000 and 39,000 pecple in the EU die due

The essential role of healthcare professionals
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Annual #EURespiDay event and campaign
(by #EUFluDay)



Event: “Closing the immunisation gaps: a comprehensive EU framework for

Respiratory Infection Prevention”

* Date: Wednesday, 15 October 2025
 Time: 14:00-14:30 CET networking coffee + 14:30-16:00 CET event
* Venue: European Parliament, Brussels (Room TBC)

* Host: MEP Kelleher (liberal from Renew Europe political group,
Ireland)

e Concept: annual event at the Parliament as part of awareness
raising campaign (also on social media under #EURespiDay and
#EUFluDay)

* Format: In-person and web-streamed

* Theme: Leveraging flu practices/frameworks for advancing RSV,
pneumococcal and COVID-19 immunisation uptake.

* Presentation and endorsement of the manifesto calling on EU and national
action

11
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Closing immunisation gaps

A comprehensive EU framework for

respiratory infection prevention

15 October | 14:30 - 16:00

European Parliament and livestreamed

Hosted by MEP Billy Kelleher
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€ #EURESPIDAY Brought to you by ‘€% #EUFLUDAY



Li n e u p Of Institutional Keynote: Scientific Keynote &

Opening remarks Ireland as a case study of  presentation of Steering Patient testimonial

S p e a ke rs prevention Group manifesto

*

14

Billy Kelleher - Event host Stephen Donnelly Prof. Colin Russell Rachael Thomas
Member of the European Former Irish Minister Co-Chair of the Steering RSV Patient Network
Parliament (Renew group, for Health Group on the Prevention (ReSVINET)

Ireland). of Respiratory Infections

Keynotes

Panel discussion on ‘Building on the Flu blueprint: Framework and
target-setting for COVID-19, RSV and pneumococcal diseases’

Nicola Bedlington, Moderator
Former Secretary General & Special
Advisor to the European Patients' Forum

= —

Anna van Renen
Research and Policy Officer,
International Longevity
Centre UK

Prof. Marta Nunes
Director of the Center of
Excellence in Respiratory

Pathogens (CERP)

Panel discussion

Prof. Louis Bont
Chair of ReSVINET
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Registration for the event is open!

Join us either in person or online on 15 October.

Share the invite with colleagues and network


https://www.eventbrite.be/e/a-comprehensive-eu-framework-for-respiratory-infection-prevention-tickets-1620426091059?aff=eemailordconf&utm_campaign=mandatory_questions_reminder_PUR1&ref=eemailordconf&utm_medium=email&utm_source=eventbrite&utm_term=viewevent
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Manifesto




: Strengthening EU Action on Respiratory C Steering Group
Infections Through Immunisation on Prevention of

Respiratory Infections

To mark transition from influenza to respiratory infections advocacy, we developed a manifesto to be
launched during our event on 15 October

Steering group members, supported by the Secretariat, identified key policy asks and targets
(below) and drafted together the manifesto as advocacy tool

A call for a new Council Recommendation on the value of immunisation against respiratory
infections, expanding the 2009 Recommendation on seasonal influenza vaccination to also cover COVID-19,
RSV, and pneumococcal disease.

Implement an annual EU-wide coverage target, using the existing 75% target for influenza
in at risk populations as a benchmark, to significantly increase immunisation rates for COVID-19, RSV, and
pneumococcal disease across the life course.

Ensure dedicated EU funding and digital systems to * Invest in immunisation to meet current and future public
monitor and report immunisation coverage data health needs

Strengthen ECDC and healthcare workforce capacity. e Set EU-wide coverage goals and strengthen data systems.
Embed immunisation into wider EU health and e Address vaccine mis- and disinformation and strengthen

resilience strategies. vaccine confidence
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After launch on 15 October
read and share the manifesto

Translate it in your language, to amplify the message
beyond Brussels

Share it with your colleagues and network!
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* The event is accompanied by social media campaign.

* The campaign is now live, until 20 October.

Engage with LinkedIn account of Steering Group using hashtag
#EURespiDay and #EUFluDay, posting materials from our
dedicated social media toolkit (next slide)



https://www.linkedin.com/company/steering-group-on-prevention-of-respiratory-infections

Campaign toolkit C steering Group

on Prevention of
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Toolkit to be use on social media includes:

Recommended key # for every post Hashtags & template social media posts
Optional # to engage with

p - . £ #RSV
Closing immunisation gaps #EUIlmmunisationStrategy
A comprehensive EU framework for #Flu #VaccinesWork
respiratory infection prevention #Pneumococcal
#HealthUnion
#COVID19
15 October | 14:30 - 16:00 #EU4Health
#EURespiDay

European Parliament and livestreamed HEUFIuD ay

Country-specific cards

Hosted by MEP Billy Kelleher

Steering Group L ~
on Prevention of ‘ ¢, .
e of ( Steering Group ‘r
0 H4EURESPIDAY Brought to you by O HEUFLUDAY 5 | on Prevention of # E U F LU DA
- Respiratory Infections

Event visual
Flu vaccine coverage in Ireland was 76% ﬁ HEURESPIDAY

in 2024 among those aged over 65.

An EU-wide annual coverage target is key to reach 75%
coverage. Event hashtags




Proposed text

Proposed card

Using the statistic cards
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You can pair these with the social media messages in the toolkit or develop your own
messages to add any necessary context. See some examples below:

Flu isn't just a cold - it affects millions every year, including kids.

¢ For every adult sick with flu, 3 kids get it.

¢ Vaccinating children protects them and reduces the spread of the virus to other
people.

¢ Yet, immunisation rates are still too low across Europe.

We need stronger EU action to prioritise flu immunisation for people of all ages.

Together, we can reduce the flu burden on families and health systems

% Learn more on 15 October.
[Insert link] #EURespiDay #EUFluDay

+

#Pneumococcal disease is deadly.
¢ 17,700 confirmed cases of invasive pneumococcal disease in the EU in 2022
+ Highest fatality rates in adults 65+
+ Average adult immunisation coverage: just 18-24%
+ Complications cost approximately €10bn per year in Europe

#lmmunisation can significantly reduce these consequences.

However, 30% of EU countries do not have age or risk factor-based pneumococcal
immunisation strategies for older adults. That is why we're are calling for EU-level
targets.

% Learn more on 15 October.
[Insert link]
#EURespiDay #EUFluDay

#RSV is not just a pediatric illness.

Each year in Europe:

& 213,000+ hospitalisations in children under 5

- 158,000+ hospitalisations in older adults

[ 20,000+ deaths in adults aged 60+

A life-course approach to #RSV immunisation is essential.

% Be part of the conversation on 15 October.
[Insert link]
#EURespiDay #EUFluDay
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In Ireland, influenza vaccination uptake for
children aged 2 to 17 years increased from
16.3% in 2023-24 t0 20.2% in 2024-25.

Harmonised guidelines for surveillance and data collection
among EU Member States is key to reach 75% coverage.

Source: HPSC 2025
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Pneumococcal vaccination programs deliver a 33-to-1 return
on investment for each euro invested

Investing in immunisation is key to reach 75% coverage.

ource: Banhawl et al. 2024
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Between 30 and 40% of acute respiratory infections in
primary care are RSV-related during the winter season.

Harmonised guidelines and improved surveillance and data
collection among EU Member States is key to reach 75% coverage.

Source: Sankatsing et al. 2025
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Thank you!

For further information please contact respiratorysg@acumenpa.com
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