
Presentation of our mission and activities

03 October 2025

Mikaela Nordenfelt (ESWI), 
Steering Group Member



What we will cover today

The Steering Group
▪ Who we are

▪ Mission

▪ Overview of our advocacy initiatives targeted at policy-makers

#EURespiDay event & campaign (by #EUFluDay)
• Event details

• Manifesto

• #EURespiDay campaign (by #EUFluDay)

Q&A



Steering Group



The Steering Group and its members

Established: November 2017

Membership: The Steering Group is an EU-level coalition which brings 
together 12 organisations representing healthcare professionals, scientists, 
academics, civic society organisations and industry. 

Goal: advocating for stronger prevention of respiratory infections through 
immunisation. 

Recent transition: from flu to respiratory infections

Leadership (co-chairs): 

MEP Dolors Montserrat (EPP, Spain) – former Spanish Minister of Health

Prof Dr Colin Russell - Professor of Applied Evolutionary Biology, Chair of                        
…….ESWI Board

Sponsorship: Vaccines Europe



Our mission: raising awareness on burden and prevention of
respiratory infections

Achieve increased immunisation uptake for flu, COVID-19, RSV and pneumococcal
disease to better protect at-risk populations.

Enhanced public health response: Call on EU institutions & member states to 
reinforce the necessity of immunisation campaigns, tackling vaccines hesitancy and 
ensure EU and national resource allocation to sustain these efforts.

Call for better EU monitoring and data collection: Call on EU institutions to 
improve data surveillance and collection of vaccine coverage rates. Providing timely 
data is key to ensure informed decision making by policymakers.

Expand advocacy efforts: Involve diverse stakeholders, including EU institutions, 
healthcare professionals, patient organisations, industry, and civil society to discuss 
challenges and identify solutions.

Objective: The Steering Group raises awareness on the importance of immunisation against respiratory infections, including seasonal 
influenza, COVID-19, RSV and pneumococcal disease, to protect populations and release burden on EU healthcare systems.
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Overview of our advocacy initiatives 
targeted at policy-makers

1. Annual awareness raising campaign and event in 
October under the umbrella of #EURespiDay 
(formerly #EUFluDay)

2. Drafting joint letters and statements on EU policy 
developments 

3. Meetings and positioning towards EU and national 
policy makers

4. Drafting policy recommendations



Event: discussion among EU and national 
policy makers and members of the 
European Parliament 
Campaign & Media: involvement to 
amplify core messaging  

Our advocacy initiatives: annual campaign & event 

Annual awareness raising campaign and event in October under the umbrella of 
#EURespiDay (formerly #EUFluDay) 

• Targets: policy and decision makers at EU and national level, as well as EU citizens 

• Aim: The campaign and its event serves as a annual platform for awareness and 
advocacy in Brussels and beyond.



Previous editions of our campaign and events

2024: 15 years on: Updating the EU’s 75% flu vaccination target to manage the triple    
threat of Flu, COVID-19, and RSV.

• Focused on updating the 2009 Council Recommendation to renew calls for 75% uptake and expand 
this to include COVID-19 and RSV to better manage the triple threat of annual respiratory viruses

2023: Empowering Healthcare Professionals for everyone’s protection
• Focused on the role of healthcare workers in promoting vaccination and addressing hesitancy.

2022: Making influenza vaccination a priority across Europe
• Emphasised the urgent need to prioritise flu vaccines within public health policy.

2021: Protecting populations from flu in the age of COVID-19
• Addressed the challenges of promoting flu vaccination amid the COVID-19 pandemic.

2020: Flu Vaccination as a public measure During COVID-19
• Highlighted the importance of flu vaccines in the context of COVID-19 safety measures.

This year: Closing the immunisation gaps: a comprehensive EU framework for Respiratory Infection Prevention”

Impact: Consistent, goal-driven awareness raising campaigns build momentum — continuity is the key to campaign success

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2009:348:0071:0072:EN:PDF


Our initiatives: Advocacy activities

Advocacy activities include:

• Targets: EU policy makers (European Parliament, EU 
countries) and national policy makers from 27 EU 
countries 

• Aim: to raise awareness of our key priorities

Activities include:

1. Developing our policy positions and drafting policy 
recommendations (incl. this year’s manifesto)

2. Drafting joint letters and statements on EU policy 
developments 

3. Engaging with EU institutions and relevant national EU 
countries governments through targeted meetings



2025 Annual #EURespiDay event and campaign
(by #EUFluDay)



Event: “Closing the immunisation gaps: a comprehensive EU framework for 
Respiratory Infection Prevention”
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• Presentation and endorsement of the manifesto calling on EU and national 
action

Launch of the manifesto

• Date: Wednesday, 15 October 2025

• Time: 14:00-14:30 CET networking coffee + 14:30-16:00 CET event

• Venue: European Parliament, Brussels (Room TBC)

• Host: MEP Kelleher (liberal from Renew Europe political group, 
Ireland)

• Concept: annual event at the Parliament as part of awareness 
raising campaign (also on social media under #EURespiDay and 
#EUFluDay)

• Format: In-person and web-streamed

• Theme: Leveraging flu practices/frameworks for advancing RSV, 
pneumococcal and COVID-19 immunisation uptake.



Lineup of 
speakers

Nicola Bedlington, Moderator
Former Secretary General & Special 

Advisor to the European Patients' Forum

Stephen Donnelly
Former Irish Minister 

for Health 

Prof. Colin Russell
Co-Chair of the Steering 
Group on the Prevention 
of Respiratory Infections 

Billy Kelleher - Event host
Member of the European 
Parliament (Renew group, 

Ireland).

Rachael Thomas
RSV Patient Network 

(ReSViNET)

Prof. Marta Nunes
Director of the Center of 
Excellence in Respiratory 

Pathogens (CERP) 

Anna van Renen
Research and Policy Officer, 

International Longevity 
Centre UK

Prof. Louis Bont 
Chair of ReSViNET

Panel discussion on ‘Building on the Flu blueprint: Framework and 
target-setting for COVID-19, RSV and pneumococcal diseases’

Institutional Keynote: 
Ireland as a case study of 

prevention
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Opening remarks

Scientific Keynote & 
presentation of Steering 

Group manifesto
Patient testimonial



Registration for the event is open!

Join us either in person or online on 15 October.

Share the invite with colleagues and network

https://www.eventbrite.be/e/a-comprehensive-eu-framework-for-respiratory-infection-prevention-tickets-1620426091059?aff=eemailordconf&utm_campaign=mandatory_questions_reminder_PUR1&ref=eemailordconf&utm_medium=email&utm_source=eventbrite&utm_term=viewevent


Manifesto



Manifesto: Strengthening EU Action on Respiratory 
Infections Through Immunisation

• Process: Steering group members, supported by the Secretariat, identified key policy asks and targets 
(below) and drafted together the manifesto as advocacy tool

• Call to Action: A call for a new Council Recommendation on the value of immunisation against respiratory 
infections, expanding the 2009 Recommendation on seasonal influenza vaccination to also cover COVID-19, 
RSV, and pneumococcal disease.

• Proposed Target: Implement an annual EU-wide coverage target, using the existing 75% target for influenza 
in at risk populations as a benchmark, to significantly increase immunisation rates for COVID-19, RSV, and 
pneumococcal disease across the life course.

Key Recommendations for European Commission :
• Ensure dedicated EU funding and digital systems to

monitor and report immunisation coverage data
• Strengthen ECDC and healthcare workforce capacity.
• Embed immunisation into wider EU health and 

resilience strategies.

Key Recommendations for EU Countries:
• Invest in immunisation to meet current and future public 

health needs
• Set EU-wide coverage goals and strengthen data systems.
• Address vaccine mis- and disinformation and strengthen 

vaccine confidence

To mark transition from influenza to respiratory infections advocacy, we developed a manifesto to be 
launched during our event on 15 October



After launch on 15 October
read and share the manifesto

Translate it in your language, to amplify the message 
beyond Brussels 

Share it with your colleagues and network!



#EURespiDay campaign
by #EUFluDay



Overview of the campaign

• The event is accompanied by social media campaign.

• The campaign is now live, until 20 October.

If you want to support our campaign:
Engage with LinkedIn account of Steering Group using hashtag 
#EURespiDay and #EUFluDay, posting materials from our 
dedicated social media toolkit (next slide)

https://www.linkedin.com/company/steering-group-on-prevention-of-respiratory-infections


Campaign toolkit

Toolkit to be use on social media includes: 
Recommended key # for every post

#RSV

#Flu

#Pneumococcal

#COVID19

#EURespiDay

#EUFluDay

Optional # to engage with

#EUImmunisationStrategy

#VaccinesWork 

#HealthUnion 

#EU4Health 

Country-specific cards

Hashtags & template social media posts

Event visual

Event hashtags



Using the statistic cards

You can pair these with the social media messages in the toolkit or develop your own 
messages to add any necessary context. See some examples below:
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Q&A



Thank you!

For further information please contact respiratorysg@acumenpa.com 
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