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Opening remarks

Mariano Votta, Director, Active Citizenship Network

Good morning, everyone.

Nowadays, talking about COVID-19 and the pandemic is unpopular, and people tend
to avoid the subject. These are memories, albeit painful ones, but they belong to the
past. But if you ask, as we did, to leaders of civic and patient associations in 19
Member States, the threat of a new global pandemic is very much on the minds of
the vast majority of patient organisations: in fact, as Bianca will show you later, 83.7%
of respondents consider it very or fairly likely, while only 2.3% consider it very

unlikely.

A scenario also mentioned by the President of the European Commission on the

occasion of the State of the Union 2025 Address on 10 September 2025: “we are on

the brink — or even at the start — of another global health crisis”.

As we transition from a pandemic to an endemic disease, we strongly believe that the
integration of the broader policy and healthcare framework for respiratory diseases
is imperative. While the EU has invested substantially in emergency response
mechanisms such as the Health Emergency Preparedness and Response Authority
(HERA), there is currently no comprehensive, coordinated EU activity addressing the

legacy of the pandemic and the systemic challenges revealed by respiratory
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https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/state-union/state-union-2025_en

infections, which are among the most common infectious diseases in Europe. Many

of the most serious consequences of these infections are preventable.

For this reason, we are here today: to send a signal, through the activities we are
developing together, about the direction in which the European institutions should

be heading.

To achieve our goal, we must be both pragmatic and ambitious. Just after being
elected, the new Health Commissioner launched the 'EU Cardiovascular Plan'. For

your information, my organization participated in the public consultation, calling for

stronger integration of vaccination within the EU Cardiovascular Health Plan. This is
in line with the message recently reiterated by the European Society of Cardiology in

its paper“Vaccination as a new form of cardiovascular prevention”. In view of the next

election, we will probably need to join forces to work towards the 'EU Respiratory
Health Plan'. We are doing our part in this regard, which will be explained to you in

due course.

In fact, building on activities carried out in2023 and 2024, we have joined forces with

the RPP Group, represented here today, to address the ongoing lack of political
attention given to respiratory diseases despite their significant and growing impact

on public health, particularly in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic.

That said, Bianca will shortly illustrate many facts, one of which concerns new global
health threats. Another fact that made me think is that, when it comes to vaccine-
preventable respiratory diseases, public authorities are still reluctant to involve civic
and patient organisations, even though these organisations could help health

authorities convey key messages to the population. For this reason, today we will also
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devote quality time to doing our part, to show public authorities in our country that

we are here if they want to involve us in awareness-raising initiatives.

Well, | don't want to take up any more time from the independent experts whom we
always invite to provide us with up-to-date information on the topics we deal with
from time to time. In thanking them in advance for their availability, | will now hand
over to Bianca for her presentation and wish everyone a fruitful event. As always, let's
make the most of these opportunities to ask questions and participate as much as
possible.

Thank you for your attention.



