


Grassroots Mobilisation: Leveraging Civil Society and 
Community Leadership to Bridge Gaps in Vaccine Coverage

Mariano Votta

Cittadinanzattiva / Active Citizenship Network 



Cittadinanzattiva & Active Citizenship Network

Cittadinanzattiva

❖ Italian NGO founded in 
1978

❖ More than 35.000 
volunteers, 270
local assemblies
and 84 local 
centres

❖ Mission: promote
active participation of
citizens and protection
of their rights

Active Citizenship Network

❖ The European branch of 
Cittadinanzattiva, established in 
2001

❖ One of the most widespread 
network, with more the 100 civic, 
patients and user organisations

❖ Promotes the European citizens’ 
point of view in all public policies 
areas, focusing on healthcare, 
consumers and corporate social 
responsibility issues.

In 2007 we have been awarded a gold 
medal for our committment to improving 

the public health system in Italy



Community and civil society engagement on health issues
The WHO has defined community engagement as “a process of developing 

relationships that enable stakeholders to work together to address health related 
issues and promote well being to achieve positive health impact and outcomes” 
and it underlines the “Community and civil society engagement” as a pillar of its 

“Global Action Plan for Healthy Lives and Well-being for All”. 

December 5, 2023, the European Commission adopted the EU4Health 
2024 work program to implement key health policy priorities within the 
European Health Union. As Stella Kyriakides, European Commissioner for 
Health and Food Safety, said, "Civil society has a crucial role to play in 
reaching out to our citizens".

The right to participate in policymaking in the area of 
health: Citizens have the right to participate in the 
definition, implementation and evaluation of public 

policies relating to the protection of health care rights.

G7 Ministers’ Meeting on Health 9/11 Oct. 2024 Ancona (Italy): “….vaccination is an essential 
preventive measure and reiterate the crucial role of routine immunisation and campaigns”…. “the 
importance of raising awareness and involving the general population by providing evidence-
based information through campaigns aimed at citizens’ empowerment and increasing health 
literacy regarding prevention, research and care” 

https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240010529
https://www.who.int/initiatives/sdg3-global-action-plan
https://www.activecitizenship.net/charter-of-rights.html
https://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_overview/co_operation/mobility/docs/health_services_co108_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_overview/co_operation/mobility/docs/health_services_co108_en.pdf
https://health.ec.europa.eu/latest-updates/commission-adopts-eu4health-2024-work-programme-eu7524-million-funding-strengthen-european-health-2023-12-05_en
https://www.g7italy.it/wp-content/uploads/Media_Handbook_Health_ENG.pdf


long-term  

strategy not a 

spot initiative

to increase the 

constituency of actors involved in the 

struggle against the climate of vaccine

hesitancy

to bring 

the citizens'

perspectives

to improve the 

awareness on the 

importance of 

vaccination accross 

Europe

to shift to a common 

knowledge linked to a 

life-course vaccination 

culture

More info here

Vaccination: our commitment at the national & at the EU level

https://www.activecitizenship.net/about-us/our-priorities/27-the-engagement-of-cittadinanzattiva-on-vaccination.html
https://www.activecitizenship.net/about-us/our-priorities/27-the-engagement-of-cittadinanzattiva-on-vaccination.html


Defined as “the capacity for organized citizens to produce and use information 
to promote their own policies and participate in public policymaking”.

The goal: evaluate “quality” from the specific point of view of citizens/patients.

Civic evaluation

Read more:       
The active role of 

citizens in the 
evaluation 

process: methods, 
impact and 

prospects of Civic 
Evaluation in Italy

It can be defined as:

• an action-research performed by citizens
• for assessing from their own point of view 
• through the use of established and 

verifiable methods
• to issue reasoned judgements on realities 
• that are significant for the protection of 

rights and quality of life.

https://www.activecitizenship.net/about-us/our-priorities/817-the-active-role-of-citizens-in-the-evaluation-process-methods-impact-and-prospects-of-civic-evaluation-in-italy.html
https://www.activecitizenship.net/about-us/our-priorities/817-the-active-role-of-citizens-in-the-evaluation-process-methods-impact-and-prospects-of-civic-evaluation-in-italy.html
https://www.activecitizenship.net/about-us/our-priorities/817-the-active-role-of-citizens-in-the-evaluation-process-methods-impact-and-prospects-of-civic-evaluation-in-italy.html
https://www.activecitizenship.net/about-us/our-priorities/817-the-active-role-of-citizens-in-the-evaluation-process-methods-impact-and-prospects-of-civic-evaluation-in-italy.html
https://www.activecitizenship.net/about-us/our-priorities/817-the-active-role-of-citizens-in-the-evaluation-process-methods-impact-and-prospects-of-civic-evaluation-in-italy.html
https://www.activecitizenship.net/about-us/our-priorities/817-the-active-role-of-citizens-in-the-evaluation-process-methods-impact-and-prospects-of-civic-evaluation-in-italy.html
https://www.activecitizenship.net/about-us/our-priorities/817-the-active-role-of-citizens-in-the-evaluation-process-methods-impact-and-prospects-of-civic-evaluation-in-italy.html
https://www.activecitizenship.net/about-us/our-priorities/817-the-active-role-of-citizens-in-the-evaluation-process-methods-impact-and-prospects-of-civic-evaluation-in-italy.html
https://www.cittadinanzattiva.it/approfondimenti/1912-agenzia-di-valutazione-civica.html


• Regional Health Departments  8

•  Vaccination centers 147 of 13 regions

• Family doctors 212 of 7 regions

• Primary care pediatricians 270 of all regions

Different targets (children, adolescents, adults, and the elderly) 

All non-Covid vaccinations: Diphtheria-Tetanus-Pertussis, Poliomyelitis, Hepatitis B, 
Haemophilus influenzae type B, Measles-mumps-rubella, Chickenpox, Meningococcal B, 
Meningococcal ACWY, Rotavirus, Papillomavirus, Pneumococcus, Herpes Zoster, Influenza. 

Multistakeholder expert working 

table

o D.G. Prevenzione Min. della Salute

o SITI

o Università Cattolica

o Associazioni AIL, BPCO, UNIAMO-

FIMR

o FIMMG, SIMG

o FIMP, SIP

o Assofarm, Federfarma, FOFI, SIFO

o CARD Italia

Monitoring activity of the vaccination service

The primary objective: a 360-degree view on the vaccination 
services observed from operators’ point of view.

More info here (IT)

https://www.cittadinanzattiva.it/notizie/14796-presentata-la-carta-della-qualita-dei-servizi-vaccinali.html.
https://www.cittadinanzattiva.it/notizie/14796-presentata-la-carta-della-qualita-dei-servizi-vaccinali.html.


Charter of rights: main features
• A Charter of Rights is a document containing a set of rights which
express ways to protect the more general right to Health, recognised
by the (national and international) laws , but often unknown or
violated.

What makes a Charter of rights different?

• It is based on civic participation and advocacy

• It is not legal or technical, but it comes from citizens’ reports and
complaints about violations or inefficiencies

• It is a grass root initiative

• It enables the concrete applications of rights with specific actions
and interventions.

• It should be proclaimed and promoted by all the relevant insitutions
and stakeholders, professionals, associations, citizens.



The Charter of rights of the vaccination services

3. Training and updating

4. Digitalisation and simplification

5. Strategies for achieving vaccination 
prevention targets and coverage

6. Continuous improvement and quality 
assessment

For the download, click here (IT)

1. Guarantee uniform access throughout 
the territory

2. Information, communication and 
transparency

https://www.cittadinanzattiva.it/notizie/14796-presentata-la-carta-della-qualita-dei-servizi-vaccinali.html.
https://www.cittadinanzattiva.it/notizie/14796-presentata-la-carta-della-qualita-dei-servizi-vaccinali.html.


Dedicated website: https://tuttovaccini.it/ 



Community & civil society engagement in Italy: 
Open Day & tour 

2024-2025: "Tutto Vaccini" tour in 10 
regions

Promoted by Cittadinanzattiva - in
collaboration with Federfarma and the Italian
Federation of General Practitioners-FIMMG -
started from Naples on 26/27 October 2024,
with the aim of facilitating citizens' access to
vaccinations and promoting a conscious and
informed choice. In the square, pharmacists,
GPs and Cittadinanzattiva volunteers meet
citizens to raise their awareness of the
importance of vaccination as a prevention
tool and inform them about the different
vaccines available today and the places
where it is possible to get vaccinated. The
tour will cover 10 Regions until the first half
of 2025. Read more

2018-2019 Open Day in 37 cities
Cittadinanzattiva local offices opened 
to give information on vaccines and 
help citizens to face any critical issues 
in this area. Activists and experts met 
citizens to promote proximity 
information, distributing useful 
material and collecting reports in 
order to offer tools and support to 
protect themselves. Read more

https://cittadinanzattiva.it/notizie/16725-al-via-il-tour-di-tuttovaccini.html
https://cittadinanzattiva.it/notizie/16725-al-via-il-tour-di-tuttovaccini.html
https://www.sanita24.ilsole24ore.com/art/medicina-e-ricerca/2024-10-24/cittadinanzattiva-via-tour-tuttovaccini-promosso-federfarma-e-fimmg-110121.php?uuid=AG7cZ0j
https://www.cittadinanzattiva.it/notizie/11823-16-novembre-primo-open-day-sui-vaccini.html


ASL Cagliari and 
Cittadinanzattiva together 

against the papilloma 
virus, on the occasion of 

International HPV Day

Community & civil society engagement in Italy: 
denouncing, collecting & mobilizing 

Mattino (ed. Avellino) 25 Oct., 2024

Quotidiano Sanità 14 June, 2024

https://www.cittadinanzattiva.it/comunicati/7336-prevenzione-e-vaccini-in-basilicata-molto-ancora-va-fatto.html
https://www.asl8cagliari.it/asl-di-cagliari-e-cittadinanzattiva-insieme-contro-il-papilloma-virus/
https://www.asl8cagliari.it/asl-di-cagliari-e-cittadinanzattiva-insieme-contro-il-papilloma-virus/
https://www.asl8cagliari.it/asl-di-cagliari-e-cittadinanzattiva-insieme-contro-il-papilloma-virus/
https://www.asl8cagliari.it/asl-di-cagliari-e-cittadinanzattiva-insieme-contro-il-papilloma-virus/
https://www.asl8cagliari.it/asl-di-cagliari-e-cittadinanzattiva-insieme-contro-il-papilloma-virus/
https://www.asl8cagliari.it/asl-di-cagliari-e-cittadinanzattiva-insieme-contro-il-papilloma-virus/
https://www.asl8cagliari.it/asl-di-cagliari-e-cittadinanzattiva-insieme-contro-il-papilloma-virus/
https://www.asl8cagliari.it/asl-di-cagliari-e-cittadinanzattiva-insieme-contro-il-papilloma-virus/
https://www.asl8cagliari.it/asl-di-cagliari-e-cittadinanzattiva-insieme-contro-il-papilloma-virus/
https://www.orticalab.it/Caos-vaccini-all-Asl-di-Avellino-e-al-Moscati-Polo-Vaccinale-paralizzato-e-medici-di-famiglia-in-difficolta
https://www.orticalab.it/Caos-vaccini-all-Asl-di-Avellino-e-al-Moscati-Polo-Vaccinale-paralizzato-e-medici-di-famiglia-in-difficolta
https://www.orticalab.it/Caos-vaccini-all-Asl-di-Avellino-e-al-Moscati-Polo-Vaccinale-paralizzato-e-medici-di-famiglia-in-difficolta
https://www.sanitainformazione.it/salute/vaccini-e-liste-riserva-cittadinanzattiva-solo-la-toscana-pubblica-online-il-form-per-registrarsi/
https://lazio.cittadinanzattiva.it/salute/rapporti/57-presentazione-del-rapporto-prevenzione-consapevole-nell-eta-adulta-presentati-oggi-i-dati-di-una-ricerca-di-cittadinanzattiva-lazio.html
https://www.quotidianosanita.it/regioni-e-asl/articolo.php?articolo_id=122829


Enlarging access to vaccination according to the citizens and the 

pharmacists’ perspective

https://www.quotidianosanita.it/studi-e-analisi/articolo.php?articolo_id=109409
https://www.heraldopenaccess.us/openaccess/enlarging-access-to-vaccination-in-italy-according-to-the-citizens-and-the-pharmacists-perspective
https://www.rifday.it/2022/10/13/votta-cittadinanzattiva-vaccini-il-ruolo-rilevante-dei-farmacisti-devessere-di-routine/
https://www.farmacista33.it/lavoro/21225/vaccini-dispensazione-e-screening-cittadinanzattiva-consolidare-ruolo-svolto-da-farmacie-in-pandemia.html
https://farma7.it/2023/11/16/vaccinazioni-in-farmacia-censimento-federfarma-cittadinanzattiva/
https://www.innovationnewsnetwork.com/the-key-role-played-by-pharmacies-according-to-the-citizens/5370/
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/clippings-interviews-web-press-articles/2023/Community_pharmacists_as_vaccinators_in_the_Italian_SARS-CoV-2_immunization_campaign_implications_beyond_the_pandemic.pdf


Spain Hungary Poland

• Civic organizations
• Advocacy patients groups
• Experts
• Private and public actors
• Health care professionals

Actors involved:  

Pneumococcal vaccination survey
Spain

Italy

France

Collecting data & producing evidences trough civic consultations 

http://www.activecitizenship.net/files/patients_rights/european-active-citizens-for-vaccination-2019/European-active-citizens-for-vaccination-focus-on-Spain-(2019-2020)-COMPLETO.pdf
http://www.activecitizenship.net/files/patients_rights/european-active-citizens-for-vaccination-2019/European-active-citizens-for-vaccination-focus-on-Hungary-2019-2020-COMPLETO.pdf
http://www.activecitizenship.net/files/patients_rights/european-active-citizens-for-vaccination-2019/European-active-citizens-for-vaccination-focus-on-Poland-(2019-2020)-COMPLETO.pdf
https://www.cittadinanzattiva.it/comunicati/15034-vaccinazione-pneumococcica-presentata-indagine-di-cittadinanzattiva.html?highlight=WyJ2YWNjaW5hemlvbmUiXQ==
https://www.cittadinanzattiva.it/comunicati/15034-vaccinazione-pneumococcica-presentata-indagine-di-cittadinanzattiva.html?highlight=WyJ2YWNjaW5hemlvbmUiXQ==
https://www.cittadinanzattiva.it/comunicati/15034-vaccinazione-pneumococcica-presentata-indagine-di-cittadinanzattiva.html?highlight=WyJ2YWNjaW5hemlvbmUiXQ==
https://www.activecitizenship.net/events/1129-26-september-2023-spain-civil-society-promoting-vaccination-across-the-life-course.html
https://www.activecitizenship.net/events/1148-25-october-2023-italy-civil-society-promoting-vaccination-across-the-life-course.html
https://www.activecitizenship.net/events/1144-27-september-2023-france-civil-society-promoting-vaccination-across-the-life-course.html


Publications on Vaccination (I)

https://www.vaccinestoday.eu/stories/why-we-must-address-vaccine-preventable-lung-infections-this-winter/
https://misc.pagesuite.com/pdfdownload/f960e5ec-03ad-4b30-a256-8d135bd895ef.pdf
https://scientificliterature.org/Vaccines/Vaccines-22-125.pdf
https://www.jscimedcentral.com/jounal-article-info/Annals-of-Vaccines-and-Immunization/Addressing-the-Life-Course-Approach-in-Vaccination-Policy-across-Europe%3A-The-Case-History-of-Poland-3440
https://www.sciresliterature.org/Virology/IJVID-ID41.pdf


Publications on Vaccination (II)

More 
info here 

https://medcraveonline.com/IJVV/IJVV-06-00108.pdf
https://www.syncsci.com/journal/AHB/article/view/425/350
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/import/files/clippings-web-press-articles/New_Medical_Economics%C2%A0_compressed.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/clippings-interviews-web-press-articles.html
https://www.activecitizenship.net/clippings-interviews-web-press-articles.html
https://www.activecitizenship.net/clippings-interviews-web-press-articles.html


Publications on Vaccination (III)

https://medvixpublications.org/article/incorporating-covid-19-into-the-broader-narrative-on-respiratory-diseases-a-citizens-and-patients-perspective-towards-the-development-of-an-eu-respiratory-health-plan
https://www.pubtexto.com/journals/journal-of-medical-and-clinical-studies/fulltext/bridging-the-confidence-gap-towards-a-multistakeholder-alliance-to-strengthen-equitable-vaccination-in-central-and-eastern-europe


Textbook 

Book “Vaccines and Vaccinations for Adults: A European 
Textbook” now available!

• This textbook provides a comprehensive reference on adult
vaccines and immunization practices tailored to the European
context.

• It has been promoted and edited by the Adult Immunization
Board (AIB), of which Cittadinanzattiva-Active Citizenship
Network is a member, an international board of experts aiming
at spreading the culture of adult immunisation and promoting
its implementation in Europe.

• Co-author of the chapter “Adult Vaccination Policy in Europe:
Governance and Key Stakeholders”.

• Read more

https://www.adultimmunizationboard.org/
https://www.adultimmunizationboard.org/
https://www.adultimmunizationboard.org/
https://www.adultimmunizationboard.org/
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-032-04020-6_9
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-032-04020-6_9
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-032-04020-6_9
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-032-04020-6_9
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-032-04020-6_9
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-032-04020-6_9
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-032-04020-6_9
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-032-04020-6_9
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-032-04020-6_9
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-032-04020-6_9
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-032-04020-6
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-032-04020-6
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-032-04020-6


Handbook

Supporting public vaccination policies: a collection of grassroots 
mobilisation initiatives across Europe

• This newly published handbook aims to provide a variety of activity
types for individuals seeking to contribute to prevention and
immunisation efforts but lacking the necessary guidance.

• It serves as a practical guide, offering actionable insights and ideas to
inspire associations and enhance vaccination policies within their
specific contexts.

• The handbook was developed by Active Citizenship Network in
collaboration with Patient Advocacy Groups (PAGs) and Civil Society
Organisations (CSOs).

• It was edited & designed by MD Health.

• Read more and download it.

http://www.mdcommsgroup.com/
http://www.mdcommsgroup.com/
https://www.activecitizenship.net/news/1355-supporting-public-vaccination-policies-a-collection-of-grassroots-mobilisation-initiatives-across-europe.html
https://www.activecitizenship.net/news/1355-supporting-public-vaccination-policies-a-collection-of-grassroots-mobilisation-initiatives-across-europe.html
https://www.activecitizenship.net/news/1355-supporting-public-vaccination-policies-a-collection-of-grassroots-mobilisation-initiatives-across-europe.html
https://www.activecitizenship.net/news/1355-supporting-public-vaccination-policies-a-collection-of-grassroots-mobilisation-initiatives-across-europe.html
https://www.activecitizenship.net/news/1355-supporting-public-vaccination-policies-a-collection-of-grassroots-mobilisation-initiatives-across-europe.html
https://www.activecitizenship.net/news/1355-supporting-public-vaccination-policies-a-collection-of-grassroots-mobilisation-initiatives-across-europe.html
https://suntextreviews.org/doi/full/10.51737/2766-4589.2026.173


Policy recommendations for an EU Respiratory Health 

Plan: a Call to Action

• Promoted by Active Citizenship Network and RPP Group, the Call to
Action has been delivered by the “EU Working Group on
Respiratory Care”, a collaborative initiative that brings together EU-
level scientific societies, healthcare professionals and national
patient advocacy organisations. It was set up to address the
growing burden of respiratory diseases across Europe.

• The eleven recommendations outlined in the Call to Action are
intended to provide robust, evidence-based input to ensure that
the specific needs of respiratory health are fully addressed and
embedded in an upgraded, unified European framework for
infection control, providing better protection for the health rights
of European citizens.

• Endorsed by 32 HCPs/PAGs/CSOs organizations

• Click here to download the document

https://www.activecitizenship.net/insights/1356-policy-recommendations-for-an-eu-respiratory-health-plan-a-call-to-action.html
https://rpp-group.com/brussels/
https://rpp-group.com/brussels/
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/insight/EU_WG_on_Respiratory_Care_CallToAction_final.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/insight/EU_WG_on_Respiratory_Care_CallToAction_final.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/insight/EU_WG_on_Respiratory_Care_CallToAction_final.pdf
https://mkscienceset.com/articles_file/445-_article1769693169.pdf


Strengthen the alliance & enlarge the vaccination 

constituency

Founder of the Alliance "Poland 

Breaths Healthily in which ACN is a 

partner to contribute to the White Paper 
on VPRDs issue.



Commitment across Europe- Agreements to collaborate
Along 2023, Active Citizenship Network has officially signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the following 

PAGs from Bulgaria, Croatia (2), Czech Rep., Denmark, Greek, Portugal, Romania, Spain 

https://jameslindcare.com/
https://silapacientu.cz/
https://universidaddepacientes.org/
https://mogportugal.pt/
https://patientombudsman.eu/
https://greekpatient.gr/en/
http://www.pravapacijenata.hr/
https://patient.bg/
https://www.copac.ro/


From citizens to citizens a more reliable communication 

 EU VIDEO

“Together, as 
active and aware 
citizens, we can 

protect ourselves: 
become the 

champion of your 
future!” 

COVID updated VIDEO

#VaccinAction 2022 Eu Social 
media campaign on the value 
of adult immunization

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ilr889i8VyE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QkHGGDVMPlg&amp%3Bfeature=youtu.be&app=desktop
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QkHGGDVMPlg&amp%3Bfeature=youtu.be&app=desktop
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QkHGGDVMPlg&amp%3Bfeature=youtu.be&app=desktop
https://www.activecitizenship.net/insights/1003-vaccinaction-2022-campaign.html
https://www.activecitizenship.net/insights/1003-vaccinaction-2022-campaign.html
https://www.activecitizenship.net/insights/1003-vaccinaction-2022-campaign.html
https://www.activecitizenship.net/insights/1003-vaccinaction-2022-campaign.html


Developed & 
disseminated by ACN 
in cooperation with 
national PAGs from 

Croatia, Czech 
Republic, Greece and 

Malta





ACN 
#VaccinAction2024 

All together We 
Stand for 

Vaccination

ACN 
#VaccinAction2024 - 
Inequalities Video 1 – 

Cyprus

ACN 
#VaccinAction2024 
- Inequalities Video 

2 – Austria

ACN #VaccinAction2024 -
Inequalities Video 3 –

Netherlands

ACN #VaccinAction2024 - 
Inequalities Video 4 – Ireland

ACN #VaccinAction2024 - 
Inequalities Video 5 – 

Malta

Read more (A – B - C)

https://youtube.com/shorts/8779NzCMpbQ
https://youtube.com/shorts/8779NzCMpbQ
https://youtube.com/shorts/8779NzCMpbQ
https://youtube.com/shorts/8779NzCMpbQ
https://youtube.com/shorts/8779NzCMpbQ
https://youtu.be/LeLqTh9SA_E
https://youtu.be/LeLqTh9SA_E
https://youtu.be/LeLqTh9SA_E
https://youtu.be/LeLqTh9SA_E
https://youtu.be/LeLqTh9SA_E
https://youtu.be/LeLqTh9SA_E
https://youtu.be/LeLqTh9SA_E
https://youtu.be/ZERw2Ake87A
https://youtu.be/ZERw2Ake87A
https://youtu.be/ZERw2Ake87A
https://youtu.be/ZERw2Ake87A
https://youtu.be/ZERw2Ake87A
https://youtu.be/ZERw2Ake87A
https://youtu.be/ZERw2Ake87A
https://youtu.be/ZERw2Ake87A
https://youtu.be/oY_39gty3xA
https://youtu.be/oY_39gty3xA
https://youtu.be/oY_39gty3xA
https://youtu.be/oY_39gty3xA
https://youtu.be/oY_39gty3xA
https://youtu.be/-JhbbID09BA
https://youtu.be/-JhbbID09BA
https://youtu.be/-JhbbID09BA
https://youtu.be/-JhbbID09BA
https://youtu.be/-JhbbID09BA
https://youtu.be/-JhbbID09BA
https://youtu.be/DMtX7CrA3J4
https://youtu.be/DMtX7CrA3J4
https://youtu.be/DMtX7CrA3J4
https://youtu.be/DMtX7CrA3J4
https://youtu.be/DMtX7CrA3J4
https://youtu.be/DMtX7CrA3J4
https://www.activecitizenship.net/campaigns/1230-vaccinaction-2024-campaign.html
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7242125926753292289/
https://www.activecitizenship.net/newsletter/2024-10-129/index.html


EU Parliament: Institutional dialogue for 
a political approach on vaccination at the 

EU level

✓ Prioritizing care for high-risk COVID-19 patients in the EU: policy recommendations - 2023
✓ Waiting for the next Council conclusions: focus on adult vaccination - 2022
✓ Addressing the challenges of concomitant deployment of COVID-19 and influenza vaccination - 2021
✓ Routine vaccinations in time of covid-19 across Europe: a multi-stakeholder evaluation - 2021
✓ “Joined for Vaccination: Addressing vaccine hesitancy and increasing uptake in EU” – 2020
✓ “Active citizens in Europe advocate for vaccination” - 2019
✓ “The challenges of life-course vaccination to enhance public health protection in Europe” - 2018

 

To involve Members of the European Parliament 
from different countries and political groups 
with the support of non institutional actors

Sharing best practices to 
promote the value of 

innovation at the EU level 

Involve other 
MEPs & Interest 
groups at the EU 

Parliament 
dedicated to the 

protection of 
public health and 

the respect of 
patients' rights

✓ Strengthening vaccination policies towards the European 
elections: from recommendations to concrete experiences – 2024
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“10 Policy Recommendations to Promote Vaccination” and the MEP endorsement

 

"The 10 Policy Recommendations to Promote Vaccination”, developed by Active Citizenship Network in the context of the EU 
project VaccinAction together with 35 civil society organisations from 16 EU countries, represent a concrete call to action for 
European institutions. Grounded in the European Charter of Patients’ Rights, the recommendations highlight the importance 
of transparency, equity, and patient participation. Now is the time to put health back at the centre of the political agenda by 

strengthening healthcare systems, tackling preventable diseases and ensuring access to vaccines for all ages. As a surgeon and 
Member of the European Parliament, I support this Manifesto because I believe that prevention is fundamental to building a 

healthier, fairer and more resilient Europe”.

Read more and watch the video message (in Italian) by MEP Ignazio Marino (Group of the Greens/European Free Alliance)

JOURNAL OF MEDICAL AND CLINICAL 
STUDIES (Published date: 28 October, 

2025): From New EU Institutions to the G7 
Health, the Citizens' Perspective for Promoting 

Vaccination: 10 Policy Recommendations

https://www.activecitizenship.net/insights/1243-10-policy-recommendations-for-promoting-vaccination-the-citizens-perspective-for-the-new-eu-institutions.html
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Support to EU institutional initiatives 

In 2022, ACN was officially appointed by the EU
Commission as a member of the HERA Civil
Society Forum, the expert group of the HERA
Advisory Forum, led by the European Health
Emergency preparedness and Response Authority
(HERA). The Civil Society Forum makes the
interactions between interested parties easier
and acts as a contact point between HERA and
stakeholders representing patients, consumers
and healthcare professionals.

ACN's involvement in ECDC e-
learning course on online 
vaccine misinformation
How to answer vaccine 
misinformation online? 

Coalition for Vaccination: 

https://health.ec.europa.eu/health-emergency-preparedness-and-response-hera/advisory-forum_en#hera-advisory-forum
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EU-funded projects

• Consortium member of Co-Operator: Developing a Country-Observatory to share best practices for
vaccination promotion;

• Member of a consortium that presented a proposal on hpv-vaccination in the context
of EU4Health Programme;

• Member of a consortium that applied the ECDC expression of interest on "Policy study on strategies
to increase vaccine uptake in adult populations".

• Providing external support for the IMPORTANCE-Implications of Positive Airway Pressure and Home
Mechanical Ventilation - TowArds optimal patient CarE, a European Respiratory Society Clinical
Research Collaboration.
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Institutional commitments & Public consultations

Public Consultations:
• 2025 - Public consultation led by the European Commission on the “EU cardiovascular health plan”. Among the 677 feedback, you can

also find the one from Cittadinanzattiva-Active Citizenship Network, calling also for a stronger integration of vaccination within the EU
Cardiovascular Health Plan, in line with the message recently reiterated by the European Society of Cardiology in its paper “Vaccination
as a new form of cardiovascular prevention”.

• 2025 - EU4Health Consultation on the 2026 Work Programme, aimed to gather stakeholders’ views on current and future Union health
priorities, as well as strategic orientations for key health needs to be addressed in the 2026 Annual Work Programme and beyond. As a
Member of the Mission Board on Vaccination in Europe, we highlighted: 1) disease prevention – including vaccine-preventable diseases
should be the primary focus of the EU4Health programme in 2026; 2) strengthen national immunisation systems are the major priorities
not yet addressed by EU4Health work programmes. Read more

• 2025 - Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) 2028–2034: As a Member of the Mission Board on Vaccination in Europe, we called
attention to the vital role that prevention and immunisation play in supporting a competitive, productive and resilient Europe. The
MBVE, a multi-stakeholder, multi-disciplinary expert group on vaccination, welcomes the recognition of health in the new European
Competitiveness Fund (ECF) and urges the EU to prioritise prevention policies, and vaccination in particular, as a foundational pillar of
Europe's future. Read more

Institutional commitments:
• Cittadinanzattiva the only citizens’ association officially involved in the Scientific Committee for Post-Marketing 

Monitoring of COVID-19 Vaccines (CSV-Covid19), set up on 14 December 2020 by the Italian Medicines Agency 
(AIFA) in agreement with the Ministry of Health and the Extraordinary Commissioner for the Covid-19 Emergency.

• During the World AMR Awareness Week (18-24 November 2025), Cittadinanzattiva announced its selection as a
member of the WHO Civil Society Task Force on Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR). The Task Force was launched to
support and strengthen the World Health Organization’s engagement with non-governmental organisations,
including civil society groups, worldwide. Read more
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• 2025: For the Jubilee 2025, Rome was estimated to welcome over 35 million people from all over the world. Prevention

campaign "Know the path. Walk with care", urging citizens and visitors to monitor for respiratory symptoms and to get

tested if they suspect any symptoms. Read more

• Launched in March 2025, the campaign adopted an omnichannel approach, with a presence in major media outlets and

public spaces. In addition to ads in major national newspapers, the message was conveyed through Out of Home and

Digital Out of Home at strategic points across the capital city: the subway, Rome's main train stations, and buses, as well

as through social media (Facebook, Instagram), pharmacies, local radio stations, and digital advertising.

Jubilee 2025

https://www.farmacista33.it/aggiornamento-professionale/30929/infezioni-respiratorie-e-covid-19-pfizer-lancia-campagna-di-prevenzione-per-il-giubileo-2025.html
https://www.farmacista33.it/aggiornamento-professionale/30929/infezioni-respiratorie-e-covid-19-pfizer-lancia-campagna-di-prevenzione-per-il-giubileo-2025.html


Support to not institutional activities (I)

https://www.vaccines4life.com/adult-vaccination-healthcare-providers-education-echo-series/
https://www.thinkyoung.eu/europe-tomorrow
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/documents/2023-Advancing_Vaccination_Equity_in_Europe.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/documents/2022-Vaccine-preventable_respiratory_diseases_challenges_and_recommendations_for_the_future-document.pdf
https://www.vaccines4life.com/news/shingles-awareness-week-feb-2023/
https://2023.ehmaconference.org/ehma-2023-programme/
https://www.vaccines4life.com/adult-vaccination-education-program-understanding-person-patient-experiences-echo/
https://www.vaccines4life.com/vaccinet/database/good-practice-in-multisectoral-engagement/
https://www.age-platform.eu/how-to-improve-vaccination-uptake-among-patients-with-chronic-conditions-across-europe-launch-of-ilc-report/
https://www.activecitizenship.net/events/1214-20-june-2024-informing-national-adult-immunization-strategies-and-action-in-germany-and-france.html
https://eugms2024.com/


12-14 May 2025 | 
Osaka (Japan) - 2nd 

Global Summit on 
Vaccines and 
Immunology

25 May 2025 | 
Bucharest 
(Romania): 
International 
Conference 
“Bridging the 
Confidence Gap: 
Empowering CEE 
Communities for 
Vaccination”

11 June 2025 I Baveno
(Italy): Vaccine Awareness 

and Literacy Powered by 
Patients and Patient 

Communities

10-11 July 2025 I Wien (Austria): Vaccine 
Congress 2025 “Vaccine Research, 
Development, and Delivery: Towards a 
Healthier Future”

4 November 2025 | Bruxelles
(Belgium): Celebrating 5 Years of 

VAC4EU

8–10 October 2025 | 
Geneva (Switzerland): 
Vaccines, Virology and 

Immunology Conference

20-23 October 2025 | 
Valencia (Spain): 10th 

ESWI Influenza 
Conference 2025

5-7 November 2025 | Boston, MA 
(USA): 10th International 

Conference on Vaccines Research 
and Development (Vaccines R&D-

2025)

4–5 December 2025 | Paris 
(France): 10th LifeCourse
Prevention Summit

…and  much more
(A – B- C - D – E - F - etc.)

Support to not institutional activities (II)
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https://www.activecitizenship.net/events/1328-10-11-november-2025-barcelona-spain-17th-global-summit-on-nursing-education-healthcare.html
https://www.activecitizenship.net/events/1302-25-september-2025-brussels-belgium-viral-threats-immune-challenges-shaping-the-future-of-respiratory-care-the-pid-patients-perspective.html
https://www.activecitizenship.net/events/1285-24-june-2025-i-linking-adult-immunization-and-chronic-disease-management-to-advance-healthy-aging-in-europe.html
https://www.activecitizenship.net/events/1294-9-september-2025-i-eu-webinar-is-preventative-medicine-a-human-right.html
https://www.activecitizenship.net/events/1308-22-23-october-2025-i-12th-global-webinar-on-public-health.html


Our cooperation with Vaccines Europe

• Policy Recommendations outlining how European and national policymakers can empower healthcare professionals
for everyone’s protection (Oct 2023)

• The vaccines' contribution to unmet medical need in the context of the revision of the EU General Pharmaceutical
legislation (September 2023)

• Joint Statement Managing the 2023-2024 seasonal influenza season with early planning, early demand forecasting
and improved monitoring (June 2023)

• Joint Statement on Council Conclusions on vaccination as one of the most effective tools for preventing disease and
improving public health (December 2022)

• Open letter calling for urgent action to address alarmingly low coverage rates for influenza vaccination (January
2022)

• Open letter calling for increased efforts at EU-level to protect healthcare professionals from influenza (October
2021)

• Podcast: How can the EU be better
prepared for cross-border health
threats? (Dec. 2021)

• Podcast: Will COVID-19 vaccines be
safe? (Oct 2020)

Based on a transparent, constructive and long-term dialogue  
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https://www.vaccineseurope.eu/collaborations/coalitions-and-ppps/steering-group-on-prevention-of-respiratory-infections/


Protecting the value of vaccination during & after the COVID-19 pandemic across Europe: 
impact, experiences and perspectives of citizen & patient advocacy groups 

and relevant stakeholders

#VaccinAction2024

https://www.activecitizenship.net/projects/441-2022-vaccinaction2022.html
https://www.activecitizenship.net/projects/1093-2023-vaccinaction2023.html
https://www.activecitizenship.net/projects/438
https://www.activecitizenship.net/projects/1267-protecting-the-value-of-vaccination-across-europe.html


EU Policy Lab – Workshops - Training & Advocacy initiatives

https://www.activecitizenship.net/events/1205-25-june-2024-vaccinaction2024-first-training-event.html
https://www.activecitizenship.net/events/1223-15-october-2024-vaccination-informal-platform-v-i-p-for-life-course-immunization-promotion.html


The ultimate goal is to update a narrative that, when it comes to vaccination, almost never refers to the active 

role of Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) and Patient Advocacy Groups (PAGs), instead focusing mainly on 

hesitant or even hostile attitudes toward vaccines, which, though present, do not represent the whole picture. 

The Vaccination Informal Platform (V.I.P.)
for life-course immunization promotion 

The Vaccination Informal Platform (V.I.P.) for life-course 

immunization promotion, a collective of leaders of patient and 

citizen organizations across Europe promoted by Active 

Citizenship Network, has united with the desire to strengthen 

the exchange of experiences among the many expressions of 

active citizenship working to support public vaccination 

policies. 

There are many of actors from the intermediated bodies of the society that can play a constructive 

role with institutional and non-institutional stakeholders, as well as act as a driving force for other 

organizations.



Community and civil society engagement on
 vaccination  policy

• Do you recognize as a stakeholder the intermediate bodies of the society?

• How can you testify your support for PAGs/CSOs/NGOs committed to support the life-course 
approch on vaccination?  

• Are you aware and in touch with national organizations devoted  to the topic?  

• What do you think about the involvement of PAGs & civic society organizations (CSOs) in the 
National Vaccination Plan?



Mariano Votta
Responsible EU Affairs at Cittadinanzattiva

Director Active Citizenship Network
m.votta@cittadinanzattiva.it

@marianovotta

mailto:m.votta@cittadinanzattiva.it
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