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A broader narrative on respiratory diseases. A citizens' and
patients’ perspective towards the development of an EU
Respiratory Health Plan

Mariano Votta
Cittadinanzattiva / Active Citizenship Network
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Cittadinanzattiva & Active Citizenship Network

Cittadinanzattiva

+¢* Italian NGO founded in
1978

** More than 35.000
volunteers, 270
local assemblies
and 84 local
centres

** Mission: promote
active participation of

citizens and protection
of their rights
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In 2007 we have been awarded a gold
medal for our committment to improving
the public health system in Italy

Active Citizenship Network

% The European branch of
Cittadinanzattiva, established in
2001

One of the most widespread
network, with more the 100 civic,
patients and user organisations

Promotes the European citizens’
point of view in all public policies
areas, focusing on healthcare,
consumers and corporate social
responsibility issues.
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Community and civil society engagement on health issues

STRONGER 7 g The WHO has defined community engagement as “a process of developing

COLLABORATION,

IR S 'y relationships that enable stakeholders to work together to address health related ﬁ ﬂ
T ' ' issues and promote well being to achieve positive health impact and outcomes”

and it underlines the “Community and civil society engagement” as a pillar of its 511

“Global Action Plan for Healthy Lives and Well-being for All”. Ln

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
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December 5, 2023, the European Commission adopted the EU4Health
2024 work program to implement key health policy priorities within the
European Health Union. As Stella Kyriakides, European Commissioner for

European Health Union:

EUaHealth Work Programme 2024 Health and Food Safety, said, "Civil society has a crucial role to play in
reaching out to our citizens".

G7 Ministers’ Meeting on Health 9/11 Oct. 2024 Ancona (ltaly): “....vaccination is an essential
preventive measure and reiterate the crucial role of routine immunisation and campaigns”.... “the
importance of raising awareness and involving the general population by providing evidence-

based information through campaigns aimed at citizens’ empowerment and increasing health
literacy regarding prevention, research and care”

- The right to participate in policymaking in the area of

Eu i oy e . . .

C h, 5 %‘ter | health: Citizens have the right to participate in the
of Patients’ definition, implementation and evaluation of public ot
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policies relating to the protection of health care rights. CITTADINANZZE IV



https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240010529
https://www.who.int/initiatives/sdg3-global-action-plan
https://www.activecitizenship.net/charter-of-rights.html
https://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_overview/co_operation/mobility/docs/health_services_co108_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_overview/co_operation/mobility/docs/health_services_co108_en.pdf
https://health.ec.europa.eu/latest-updates/commission-adopts-eu4health-2024-work-programme-eu7524-million-funding-strengthen-european-health-2023-12-05_en
https://www.g7italy.it/wp-content/uploads/Media_Handbook_Health_ENG.pdf

EU survey “Integrating COronaVirus Disease 2019 into the
broader respiratory disease narrative’ (I)

EU civic survey addressed to civil society
organisations and patient advocacy groups across
Europe, aiming at identifying their opinions and
concerns. Read more

M Journal of Medical and Clinical Case Reports

Fro m pa n d e m i C to e n d em iC: i nteg l'at i n g MEDVIX PUBLICATIONS Research Article | Open Access | ISSN 2997-6022 | Volume 02 | Issue 05

. Incorporating COVID-19 Into the Broader Narrative on Respiratory Diseases. A Citizens'
_CoronaVI s Dlsease_ 2019 (COVI D-1 9) and Patients’ Perspective Towards the Development of An EU Respiratory Health Plan
into the broader respiratory disease Mariano Votia”, Blanc Ferralole

- 'Director, Active Citizenship Network, c/o Cittadinanzattiva APS, Via Imera, 2 — 00183 Rome, Italy.
narrative

2Senior Manager EU Affairs and Head of the Representative Office to the EU, Active Citizenship Network, Rue Philippe Le Bon 46, 1000 Brussels, Belgium.

Eur opean CIviC survey Received date: 20 August 2025; Accepted date: 04 September 2025; Published date: 12 September 2025

Corresponding Author: Mariano Votta, Director, Active Citizenship Network, c/o Cittadinanzattiva APS, Via Imera, 2 — 00183 Rome, Italy. ORCID iD:
43 PAGs and CSOs from 19 Member States ol i S i
Addressed to the leaders and representatives of civil society organisations (CSOs) and
patient advocacy groups (PAGs) across Europe, aiming at identifying their opinions and
concerns
Qualitative, not quantitative, collection of data
On-time survey: from 18 December 2024 to 16 February 2025 5V oS NER G
Not a comparison between different countries, but an overall European assessment CITTADINANZZPA TIV



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfqp_Pr_UqiC7tovFTgQPStv160hKY7AUzFRJ_gweViqO8ZLg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfqp_Pr_UqiC7tovFTgQPStv160hKY7AUzFRJ_gweViqO8ZLg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfqp_Pr_UqiC7tovFTgQPStv160hKY7AUzFRJ_gweViqO8ZLg/viewform
https://www.activecitizenship.net/newsletter/2025-01-132/index.html
https://www.activecitizenship.net/newsletter/2025-01-132/index.html
https://medvixpublications.org/article/incorporating-covid-19-into-the-broader-narrative-on-respiratory-diseases-a-citizens-and-patients-perspective-towards-the-development-of-an-eu-respiratory-health-plan

EU survey “Integrating COronaVirus Disease 2019 into the
broader respiratory disease narrative’ (ll)

Pandemic Anxiety: 83,7% of respondents remain persistently concerned about new pandemics.
Lack of Preparedness: only 27,9% consider the preparedness of national authorities to be adequate.
Digital Stagnation: progress in e-Health is perceived as “minimal” by over 70% of organizations.

Untapped Potential: uneven public communication efforts, particularly for VPRDs; there is near-unanimous
support for involving pharmacists in vaccination campaigns, yet civic and patient organizations remain

significantly underutilized as strategic partners in health communication.

When we look at the top threats to respiratory health, financial constraints lead the way
(76,7%), followed by the impact of air pollution and climate change (48,8%). Interestingly,

the impact of Long-COVID is perceived as a primary concern by only 9,3% of respondents.

This suggests a dangerous risk of underestimation that we cannot afford to ignore. @ _
L APLN
ﬂil'l\'li Crrizensmr NETWORK
CITTADINANZZZ I TIVA




““European civil society unites to strengthen health workforce
and citizens’ right to health”

Eu Call to Action” to the European Commission to Urgently Address the Health Workforce Crisis: 42 civic, patient and healt
professional organisations, supported by 5 MEPs from the two largest political groups in the European Parliament (EPP and S&D), have
addressed an open letter to the newly elected European Commissioner for Health and Animal Welfare, Olivér Varhelyi. This joint effort

led by Cittadinanzattiva - Active Citizenship Network and RPP Group, aims to underline the urgency of tackling Europe’s health workforce
crisis to protect citizens’ right to health. List of signatory organisations

A #CareforAll

Watch the collective video message and the ones by MEP Ondrej
Dostal (NI, Czech Republic), MEP Loucas Fourlas (EPP, Cyprus),
MEP Andras Kulja (EPP, Hungary), MEP Tomislav Sokol (EPP,
Croatia)
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MEP Ondfej Dostil (NA, Czech Republic) - #CareforAll 2024
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MEP Andras Kulja (EPP, Hungary) - #CareforAll 2024

2

VIEP Tomislav Sokol (EPP, Croatia) - #CareforAll 2024 i) - #CareforAll 2024 CITTADINAN l”‘lr” A


https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/media/press-releases/16-december-2024-european-civil-society-unites-to-strengthen-health-workforce-and-citizens-right-to-health-letter.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/media/press-releases/16-december-2024-european-civil-society-unites-to-strengthen-health-workforce-and-citizens-right-to-health-letter.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/media/press-releases/16-december-2024-european-civil-society-unites-to-strengthen-health-workforce-and-citizens-right-to-health-letter.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/media/press-releases/16-december-2024-european-civil-society-unites-to-strengthen-health-workforce-and-citizens-right-to-health-letter.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/media/press-releases/16-december-2024-european-civil-society-unites-to-strengthen-health-workforce-and-citizens-right-to-health-letter.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/media/press-releases/16-december-2024-european-civil-society-unites-to-strengthen-health-workforce-and-citizens-right-to-health-letter.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/media/press-releases/16-december-2024-european-civil-society-unites-to-strengthen-health-workforce-and-citizens-right-to-health-letter.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/media/press-releases/16-december-2024-european-civil-society-unites-to-strengthen-health-workforce-and-citizens-right-to-health-letter.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/media/press-releases/16-december-2024-european-civil-society-unites-to-strengthen-health-workforce-and-citizens-right-to-health-letter.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/media/press-releases/16-december-2024-european-civil-society-unites-to-strengthen-health-workforce-and-citizens-right-to-health-letter.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/media/press-releases/16-december-2024-european-civil-society-unites-to-strengthen-health-workforce-and-citizens-right-to-health-letter.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/media/press-releases/16-december-2024-european-civil-society-unites-to-strengthen-health-workforce-and-citizens-right-to-health-letter.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/media/press-releases/16-december-2024-european-civil-society-unites-to-strengthen-health-workforce-and-citizens-right-to-health-letter.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/media/press-releases/16-december-2024-european-civil-society-unites-to-strengthen-health-workforce-and-citizens-right-to-health-letter.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/media/press-releases/16-december-2024-european-civil-society-unites-to-strengthen-health-workforce-and-citizens-right-to-health-letter.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/pressreleases/1246-16-december-2024-european-civil-society-unites-to-strengthen-health-workforce-and-citizens-right-to-health.html?highlight=WyJvcGVuIiwibGV0dGVyIl0=
https://www.activecitizenship.net/pressreleases/1246-16-december-2024-european-civil-society-unites-to-strengthen-health-workforce-and-citizens-right-to-health.html?highlight=WyJvcGVuIiwibGV0dGVyIl0=
https://www.activecitizenship.net/pressreleases/1246-16-december-2024-european-civil-society-unites-to-strengthen-health-workforce-and-citizens-right-to-health.html?highlight=WyJvcGVuIiwibGV0dGVyIl0=
https://www.activecitizenship.net/pressreleases/1246-16-december-2024-european-civil-society-unites-to-strengthen-health-workforce-and-citizens-right-to-health.html?highlight=WyJvcGVuIiwibGV0dGVyIl0=
https://youtu.be/nozZo8m9S0I
https://youtu.be/nozZo8m9S0I
https://youtu.be/nozZo8m9S0I
https://youtu.be/7BAKzC31yY8?si=2JAZuJuxYj9bIF-v
https://youtu.be/7BAKzC31yY8?si=2JAZuJuxYj9bIF-v
https://youtu.be/umID2ySNvjc?si=d3GpMThOjWsgYcz_
https://youtu.be/umID2ySNvjc?si=d3GpMThOjWsgYcz_
https://youtu.be/9HaJ9HB0pJo?si=e2fXDVP2YWcIYA9M
https://youtu.be/9HaJ9HB0pJo?si=e2fXDVP2YWcIYA9M
https://youtu.be/yITiV6XYXu4?si=_krCeki9Bqe2Z00I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9HaJ9HB0pJo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?si=2JAZuJuxYj9bIF-v&v=7BAKzC31yY8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.activecitizenship.net/pressreleases/1246-16-december-2024-european-civil-society-unites-to-strengthen-health-workforce-and-citizens-right-to-health.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=umID2ySNvjc

EU workshops on European policies & advocacy in respiratory care

Empowering
& mobilizing
PAGs on COVID-13

Workshop on European Policies and Advocacy in Respiratory care

EU workshop
3 October 2025 | 09:00 - 13:00
Thon Hotel Brussels City Centre
o
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Read more (A — B)

Empowering & mobilizing PAGs on COVID-19 (and long COVID)
Prevention, immunization & treatments
EU workshop

14 October 2024 | 14:30 - 19:00
Martin’s Hotel, Brussels
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https://www.activecitizenship.net/insights/1317-workshop-on-european-policies-and-advocacy-in-respiratory-care-brussels-3-october-2025.html
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/active-citizenship-network_careforall-publichealth-respiratorycare-activity-7380885863112568832-lv4Y/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAWrTBgBhS8W-KUw0uaF6KeY5T1DZ6hY-KE
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/active-citizenship-network_activecitizenshipnetwork-prevention-immunisation-activity-7261684532913864705-7qA5/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/active-citizenship-network_activecitizenshipnetwork-prevention-immunisation-activity-7261684532913864705-7qA5/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.activecitizenship.net/events/1222-14-october-2024-brussels-belgium-online-empowering-mobilizing-pags-on-covid-19-and-long-covid-prevention-immunization-treatments.html

“Supporting health workforce to strengthen patients’ rights in the EU”’

JOURNAL OF MEDICAL AND CLINICAL CASE
REPORTS (Published date: 10 December 2024): Call to Action
to the European Commission to Urgently Address the Health

ummﬁ:muzoum Workforce Crisis and the Upskilling of Healthcare
O & ¢ : Professionals

M Journal of Medical and Clinical Case Reports
MEDVIX PUBLICATIONS Research Article | Open Access | ISSN 2997-6022 | Volume 01 | Issue 12

Call to Action to the European Commission to Urgently Address the Health Workforce
Crisis and the Upskilling of Healthcare Professionals

Mariano Votta!", Bianca Ferraiolo?, Kinga Wdjtowicz’, Luca Mario Comincioli*

!Director, Active Citizenship Network, c/o Cittadinanzattiva APS, Via Imera, 2 - 00183 Rome, Italy.

“Head of the Representative Office to the EU - Senior Manager EU Affairs, Active Citizenship Network, Rue Philippe Le Bon 46, 1000 Brussels, Belgium.
*Director of EU Healthcare at RPP Group Brussels office, Rue Guimard 10, 1040 Brussels, Belgium.

“Health Policy Consultant at RPP Group Brussels office, Rue Guimard 10, 1040 Brussels, Belgium.

Received date: 22 November 2024; Accepted date: 04 December 2024; Published date: 10 December 2024

“Supporting health workforce to strengthen patients’ rights in
the EU”. With this message, the #CareforAll2024 campaign was
launched in the second half of 2024, featuring representatives of
13 associations from 10 countries as testimonials.

Read more - For the video message, click here 2. sCareforAl . @enve Crzevse NETWoRK
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https://www.activecitizenship.net/campaigns/1247-2024-careforall-2024-campaign.html
https://medvixpublications.org/article/call-to-action-to-the-european-commission-to-urgently-address-the-health-workforce-crisis-and-the-upskilling-of-healthcare-professionals
https://medvixpublications.org/article/call-to-action-to-the-european-commission-to-urgently-address-the-health-workforce-crisis-and-the-upskilling-of-healthcare-professionals
https://medvixpublications.org/article/call-to-action-to-the-european-commission-to-urgently-address-the-health-workforce-crisis-and-the-upskilling-of-healthcare-professionals
https://medvixpublications.org/article/call-to-action-to-the-european-commission-to-urgently-address-the-health-workforce-crisis-and-the-upskilling-of-healthcare-professionals
https://medvixpublications.org/article/call-to-action-to-the-european-commission-to-urgently-address-the-health-workforce-crisis-and-the-upskilling-of-healthcare-professionals
https://medvixpublications.org/article/call-to-action-to-the-european-commission-to-urgently-address-the-health-workforce-crisis-and-the-upskilling-of-healthcare-professionals
https://medvixpublications.org/article/call-to-action-to-the-european-commission-to-urgently-address-the-health-workforce-crisis-and-the-upskilling-of-healthcare-professionals
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/clippings-interviews-web-press-articles/2024/Journal_of_Medical_and_Clinical_Case_Reports.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/clippings-interviews-web-press-articles/2024/Journal_of_Medical_and_Clinical_Case_Reports.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/clippings-interviews-web-press-articles/2024/Journal_of_Medical_and_Clinical_Case_Reports.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/clippings-interviews-web-press-articles/2024/Journal_of_Medical_and_Clinical_Case_Reports.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/clippings-interviews-web-press-articles/2024/Journal_of_Medical_and_Clinical_Case_Reports.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/clippings-interviews-web-press-articles/2024/Journal_of_Medical_and_Clinical_Case_Reports.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/clippings-interviews-web-press-articles/2024/Journal_of_Medical_and_Clinical_Case_Reports.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/clippings-interviews-web-press-articles/2024/Journal_of_Medical_and_Clinical_Case_Reports.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/clippings-interviews-web-press-articles/2024/Journal_of_Medical_and_Clinical_Case_Reports.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/clippings-interviews-web-press-articles/2024/Journal_of_Medical_and_Clinical_Case_Reports.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/clippings-interviews-web-press-articles/2024/Journal_of_Medical_and_Clinical_Case_Reports.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/clippings-interviews-web-press-articles/2024/Journal_of_Medical_and_Clinical_Case_Reports.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/clippings-interviews-web-press-articles/2024/Journal_of_Medical_and_Clinical_Case_Reports.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/clippings-interviews-web-press-articles/2024/Journal_of_Medical_and_Clinical_Case_Reports.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/clippings-interviews-web-press-articles/2024/Journal_of_Medical_and_Clinical_Case_Reports.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/clippings-interviews-web-press-articles/2024/Journal_of_Medical_and_Clinical_Case_Reports.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/clippings-interviews-web-press-articles/2024/Journal_of_Medical_and_Clinical_Case_Reports.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/clippings-interviews-web-press-articles/2024/Journal_of_Medical_and_Clinical_Case_Reports.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/clippings-interviews-web-press-articles/2024/Journal_of_Medical_and_Clinical_Case_Reports.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/clippings-interviews-web-press-articles/2024/Journal_of_Medical_and_Clinical_Case_Reports.pdf
https://medvixpublications.org/article/call-to-action-to-the-european-commission-to-urgently-address-the-health-workforce-crisis-and-the-upskilling-of-healthcare-professionals
https://www.activecitizenship.net/campaigns/1247-2024-careforall-2024-campaign.html
https://youtu.be/TYdN5a7fBso?si=iSYwF60UcId2xIjh

Working Group on Respiratory Care (l)

* The EU Working Group on Respiratory Care is a collaborative initiative launched to address the growing burden of
respiratory diseases across Europe.

» Co-organised by the Active Citizenship Network (ACN) and the RPP Group, the Working Group brings together EU-
level scientific societies, healthcare professionals, and national patient advocacy organisations to foster dialogue,
share best practices, and shape policy recommendations.

* Its mission is to serve as a practical and inclusive platform that supports the development of evidence-based
strategies.

* By aligning actors across Member States and sectors, the Working Group aims to ensure that respiratory health
becomes a central component of EU public health planning, with a particular focus on prevention, equity, and

resilience.
m‘ gnli\'gersidad
b, ) el Paciente
e (.ﬂﬂ.}ﬁf’wm..m y la Familia
CITTADINANZZZTTIVA

m

a:l"l\'lf Crrzensuir NETWORK
Instytut Praw Pacjenta

sk Ereee MALIS S SiETveon CITTADINANZZE TV




Working Group on Respiratory Care

SAVE THE DATE ..

EU WORKING GROUP ON RESPIRATORY
CARE - KICK-OFF MEETING RD.D

Wednesday, 28 May 2025 | 14:30-16:30 CEST | Online

Active Citizenship Network, in partnership with RPP Group. is pleased to announce the Kick-Off Meeting of the
EU Working Group on Respiratory Care. This high-level strategic meeting will officially launch the 2025 activities
aimed at advancing respiratory health across Europe, transitioning from emergency responses to long-term,
integrated care strategies.

The working group will begin its collaborative efforts to develop the Call-to-Action: “Towards the Development
of an EU Respiratory Health Plan”, advocate for the inclusion of best practices in the 2025 EU Infection
Prevention and Control (IPC) guidelines, and strengthen institutional support for high-risk patient care and NCD
prevention.

We welcome the participation of PAGs and civil society organizations interested in shaping EU-level action on
respiratory care. If your organization is interested in joining this initiative, please contact Bianca Ferraiolo at:
b.ferraiolo@cittadinanzattiva.it

We look forward to your participation and continued collaboration to shape a more resilient and equitable EU
health policy framework.

#RespiratoryCareEU #CareForAll2025 #ActiveCitizenshipNetwork

Read more

SAVE THE DATE:

EU WORKING GROUP ON RESPIRATORY CARE
- SECOND MEETING

Monday, 22 September 2025 | from 14:30 to 16:30 CEST |Online
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Read more
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https://www.activecitizenship.net/events/1275-28-may-2025-i-online-eu-working-group-on-respiratory-care-kick-off-meeting.html
https://www.activecitizenship.net/events/1314-22-september-2025-i-online-eu-working-group-on-respiratory-care-second-meeting.html

Policy recommendations for an EU Respiratory Health Plan:
Call to Action (I)

CALL TO ACTION Endorsed by:

24 National CSOs & PAGs from 13 Member States

e EUROPEAN UMBRELLA PATIENTS’ ORGANIZATIONS:
1. European Liver Patients’ Association (ELPA)

2. International Patient Organisation for Primary Immunodeficiencies
(IPOPI)

e HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS’ ASSOCIATIONS:
X Gmw 1.Federation of European Academies of Medicine (FEAM)
on Respiratory Cat8 2.World Federation of Public Health Associations (WFPHA)
3.European Scientific Working group on Influenza and other Respiratory
Viruses (ESWI)
4.European Specialist Nurses Organisation — ESNO
5.European Medical Association — EMA
6.European Geriatric Medicine Society — EUGMS

The eleven recommendations outlined in the Call to
Action are intended to provide robust, evidence-
based input to ensure that the specific needs of
respiratory health are fully addressed and embedded
in an upgraded, unified European framework for
infection control, providing better protection for the
health rights of European citizens. Read more
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https://www.activecitizenship.net/insights/1356-policy-recommendations-for-an-eu-respiratory-health-plan-a-call-to-action.html
https://mkscienceset.com/articles_file/445-_article1769693169.pdf
https://mkscienceset.com/articles_file/445-_article1769693169.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/insight/EU_WG_on_Respiratory_Care_CallToAction_final.pdf

Policy recommendations for an EU Respiratory Health Plan:
Call to Action (ll)

Scale up prevention: Vaccination, smoking cessation, and Ensure equitable access: Essential medicines, antivirals, and new
environmental policies to cut respiratory disease incidence. therapies across Member States.

Improve early detection: Strengthen screening for timely Support innovative care models: Integrated clinics, telemonitoring,
intervention and less healthcare strain. and mobile screening.

Integrate respiratory care: Embed it within IPC strategies to Include in preparedness plans: Integrate treatment strategies to
address respiratory risks. manage seasonal and pandemic surges.

Launch EU awareness campaigns: Promote respiratory prevention
and adult vaccination.

Invest in workforce training: Upskill healthcare professionals,
including respiratory nurses and geriatric specialists.

Strengthen engagement skills: Include patient communication and
digital literacy in training.

Remove access barriers: Reduce wait times, specialist gaps,
financial and social inequalities.

Prioritise vulnerable groups: Elderly, children, and people with
chronic or rare conditions.

Include patient voices: Ensure vulnerable groups are
represented in policy design.

By acting now, we can not only reduce the current burden but also ,
future proof our systems against emerging respiratory threats. @enive CTzENSIIP NETWORK
The time for coordinated evidence-based action is now CITTADINANZZZI IV




EU campaign ‘“Advancing Respiratory Care Across Europe”

#CareforAll 2025 is part of the ‘Advancing Respiratory Care at the EU Level’ project. It has been Advancing Respiratory Care
developed in partnership with 13 patient advocacy groups from 9 countries. Across Europe

#CareforAll 2025
“Os fatores ambientais, incluindo o

)
o 2 !
#{4 2a epeCS c I h’1 K I( A CIA EM SAUDE With the unconditional support of:
consumo de tabaco e a poluigdo ot AL @
aseros Pﬁzer

contribuintes para as doencas respiratérias 00 " ™ foro DOTEERT? @ S0JuSz
ACOUMALIA MA RAHENTITE 2 : c
em toda a Europa. Um Plano de Saide ’A..‘.,.W..m.u,‘..m ABOARAAIIA ICOPAC FE ﬁi”p"é’cﬂ’é,m WE@E TTOW Created in collaboration with: “El infradiagnéstico en las personas
:sf,:"c'aw‘;:s:?d::':”i ::‘VsesL"‘eg’B’ Ay 2 e Irish Patients" Associotion MD'Health mayores retrasa el tratamiento, empeora
iticas I mbi IS, %

los resultados sanitarios y aumenta los
costes de la asistencia sanitaria. La
. deteccion precoz debe integrarse en un

\ “ ) it 4 Plan de Salud Respiratoria de la UE.”

>
Bt Cnswe Nerwons

Elena Moya
Foro Espanol de Pacientas, Spein
—

e

Care st the EU Level projectand | With unconditional suppert of

g e e

Croated in callaboration with:

* .. FE @ & MO Health

“In Europa la pandemia ha messo in

#CareforAll 2025
evidenza, in modo drammatico, le

vulnerabilita dei sistemi sanitari pubblici, in is promoted by:

particolare nel campo dellassistenza

respiratoria. Per questo, chiediamo alle ﬂ‘

istituzioni del’UE di adottare un piano m

europeo dedicato alla salute respiratoria.” g Sl 1,

e e Nerwons.
CITTADINANZZZTTIV

Banca feraiolo

(1] www.activecitizenship.net “Seasonal peaks and public health

oAt e el v 0000, D - i emergencies demonstrate the severe
M Q) s oK) i g e strain respiratory diseases place on
A B 1 LI e e hospital capacity across Europe.
Resilience must be built into an EU
“H ourexric KuKHBoAIa ST KONBINIE L TG YRIANG Respiratory Health Plan.”
tou RSV ke tou SARS-CoV-2 ouvexiler vo anoxalirttes

sropdunos oz 8\ 10 supwnaixd ouowipate
peioc. B ocuronopbwe IS0 pa v

Stephen McMahon
rish Patlenta Association, keland

#CarforAll 202 n The atthe EULevel'projectand  With unconditionsl supy

n =
Advancing Respiratory Care Cross Europe s boen Gaveloped in partnership with national patiant advocacy gr
WCareforAll 2025

resovousdc

“Afectiunile respiratorii continua sa fie una
dintre principalele cauze de deces in . B @ s oricen () o i Srfirer
Europa, provocénd peste 324.000 de = Creatad in colaboration with:

.. FET [ oy O e MO Health
decese. Este nevoie urgents de un Plan - . . - R “Pacjenci z chorobami przewlektymi, takimi jak
pentru

e e B przewlekta obturacyjna choroba ptuc (POChP),

' - , t t ki i
il S ARSI pubtice” astma, nowotwory, cul rzycas;choroby uklady
Elena Corina Chiorean narazeni na utratg sprawnos$ci w wyniku
Slis et tan sk s iy A > chorob uktadu oddechowego. Nadszedt czas,
aby instytucje Unii Europejskiej podjety
s > : A
y St

dziatania i ustanowity Europejski Plan Zdrowia
Oddechowego.”

Patrycja Reucidio Zojac “
3 Fourduon ithu forPeor Rhes and oo Esuosbon pPPER), Pt -~ “Bb3pacTHUTe Xopa, AeuaTa u naumeHTuTe
“Mannen worden vaker dan vrouwen - / F— y C  XpOHWYHW 3abonABaHMA ca  HaW-
getroffen door een dodelijke afloop van — s - T R 4 3acerHatv ot pecnupaTopHu

.7% van de 2 ol projctan P — i
sterfgevallen vergeleken met 5.6% van de ; 0 s Oltxs () i MWM";MW i 3abonagaHua. 3awmrata Ha Hawn
vrouwelijke sterfgevallen. Onderdeel van 3acTpalweHnwuTe TpAGBa Aa Gbae B LUeHTbPa

een EU-gezondheidsplan voor Ha nnaHa Ha EC 3a pecnupaTtopHo 3gpase.”
luchtweginfecties moet de aanpak van

deze ongelijkheid in sterfgevallen zijn” 2 Georgieva

To know more: A—B . - Sk

atthe EULevel'projectand | With unconditional support of:

B Qo o ..
wwkactvechizampunet 3 - 7 MO Heatth

™. FE e L e



https://www.activecitizenship.net/campaigns/1333-2025-careforall-campaign-2025.html
youtube.com/watch?v=_LUOYHRu9UE&feature=youtu.be

Call for a Council Recommendation
on immunisation against
respiratory infections

Toward a Council Recommendation
on the value of immunisation

Steering Group
on Prevention of
Respiratory Infections

against respiratory infections

O EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

We call for a new Council Recommendation on the value
of immunisation against respiratory infections.

In a world of rising health threats and mounting pressure on health

systems, the EU has a clear opportunity and responsibility

The EU has already taken steps to promote immunisation against infiu

enza with the 2( X ndation ¢ 350 uenza

to lead on preparedness by reinforcing i
healthprevention P NG mitiaatic
s not only a public

tions is a proven, cost-effective tool E
autonomy, reducing economic losses and reliance on emergency
measures and external supplies during crises.

services, and underr ity and econor

Safe and effective i isation tools are avai and the
pi ion of: i h feasible and costeffec-
tive. A comprehensive EUapproach will save lives C ic
productivity, and maintain publ rring that tt is
prepared for future cross-borde vis the time for
the EU to take responsibility and act decisively to protect the health

and security of its citizens

@ Steering Group

on Influenza
Vaccination

As a member of the Steering Group on Prevention of
Respiratory Infections we contributed to the Call to Action

“Toward a Council

Recommendation on the value of

immunisation against respiratory infections”

Calling for a new Council

Recommendation on the value of
immunisation against respiratory infections

A new Council Recommendation should:

Callon Member
States to:

Use New Economic Governance
Framework (NEGF) flexibilities
| to exclude immunisation spending
" from caps on country’s budget
deficits.

Fund education, training, and
best-practice exchange for
healthcare professionals.

~. AdoptEU-wide coverage
\ targets for influenza, COVID-19,
| RSV, and pneumococcal disease,
/ using the 75% flu benchmark for
at risk populations.

Strengthen survelllance by

expanding existing flu systems
| toinclude COVID-19, RSV, and

pneumococcal disease.

Tackle misinformation through
transparent communication
/ and community engagement.

Invite the European
Commission to:

Commit dedicated EU funding
for immunisation access,
innovation, and confidence.

Issue guidance for Member
States on prevention budgeting
under NEGF flexibilities.

Empower the ECDC to set
harmonised reporting
standards on coverage.

Invest in digital infrastructure
to track immunisation coverage
as a key performance indicator.

Develop guidelines to embed
immunisation in medical
education and daily practice.

Integrate immunisation into all
EU health and resilience strategies,
including the forthcoming
Cardiovascular Health Plan

Now is the time for the EU to take responsibility and act
decisively to protect the health and security of its citizens.
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Respiratory Care: repository

VACCINES TODAY (March 17th, 2026): Europe needs a Respiratory Health Plan that prioritises prevention

HEALTH EUROPA (10th March 2026): The role of vaccination against respiratory infections as a tool for preventing
cardiovascular disease

SUNTEXT REVIEW OF CASE REPORTS & IMAGES (Published date: 23 February 2026) Leveraging Civil Society and
Community Leadership to Support Public Vaccination Policies: Collection of Grassroots Mobilisation Initiatives across
Europe

JOURNAL OF ZOONOTIC PATHOGENS AND ONE HEALTH POLICY (Published: 31 January 2026): Priorities to Strengthen
Respiratory Health Strategy in the European Union

TREND SANITA (3 Nov 2025): Respiratory Health in Europe: Integrating Environment, Prevention and Access to Care
TREND SANITA (3 Nov 2025): Salute respiratoria in Europa: integrazione tra ambiente, prevenzione e accesso alle cure (IT)
HEALTH EUROPA (2nd October 2025): Towards the development of an “EU respiratory health plan”

JOURNAL OF MEDICAL & CLINICAL CASE REPORTS (Published date: 12 September 2025): Incorporating COVID-19 Into the
Broader Narrative on Respiratory Diseases. A Citizens' and Patients’ Perspective Towards the Development of An EU
Respiratory Health Plan

ACN monthly Newsletter (Sept 2025): “Special edition on our commitment on vaccination and respiratory care”
R

SCIENCE SET Research Article
lournal of Zoonotic Pathogens and One Health Policy

Policy Priorities to Strengthen Respiratory Health Strategy in the European - LR
Ini Respiratory Health in Europe: Integrating
janea Ferralolo®, Kinga Wojtowlez?, Luca Mario Comincloll', Francesco Santarossa® Environment, Prevention and Access to Care
akis* z

4 Social and environmental Imeq alities weigh heavily on respiratory health across Europe. During the
Wokhop n European Polici ndAdvocacy in Respiratory Care held in Brussels, organized by
iva-Active Citi; ip Network, Professor Gugl ielmo Trovato emphasized the ni edf
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Respiratory Care: supporting initiatives across EU

Panelist:
24 June 2025 | Linking Adult Immunization and Chronic Disease Management to
Advance Healthy Aging in Europe
9 September 2025 | EU webinar "Is Preventative Medicine a Human Right?“
25 September 2025 | Brussels (Belgium): “Viral threats, immune challenges: shaping
the future of respiratory care —the PID patients’ perspective”
22-23 October 2025 | 12th Global Webinar on Public Health
10-11 November 2025 | Barcelona (Spain): 17th Global Summit on Nursing
Education & Healthcare
26-27 November 2025 | Webinar: 4th Global Summit on Public Health
EU-funded project:
* Providing external support for the IMPORTANCE-Implications of Positive Airway
Pressure and Home Mechanical Ventilation - TowArds optimal patient CarE, a
European Respiratory Society Clinical Research Collaboration. r i |
publications: ~ Hl Giubileonon |
* “COVID-19 Policy and Disease Management Recommendations in the Post-Pandemic | | cap'ta "tu‘tti.i gio"ni'
Era Best Practices to Support High-Risk and At-Risk Patients” ——— : e .

Jubilee 2025 in Rome (Italy): Prevention campaign "Know the path. Walk o —

with care", urging citizens and visitors to monitor for respiratory symptoms

and to get tested if they suspect any symptoms. Read more
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Institutional policy dialogue at the EU Parliament
‘““Council recommendation on the value of immunisation against respiratory

infections: a step towards an EU Respiratory Health Plan?”’
(Brussels, 18 March 2026)

 Under the EU Safe Hearts Plan, the European Commission will propose a Council recommendation on
immunisation against respiratory infections as a preventive measure for cardiovascular disease.

 However, the European Parliament Committee on Public Health's (SANT) first draft of its report on an
EU cardiovascular diseases strategy make s no mention of vaccination.

S

Advancing

The event, hosted by Cypriot MEP Michalis
e (45 @ . Respirato
Hadjipantela (EPP Group), brought together VEPL , ' Care at tid
DRAFT REPORT . B : , 2
experts and representatives of EU
- institutions interested in the Council
Recommendation on the value of
immunisation against respiratory infections.
To know more (A — B)
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Promoting «European Respiratory Care Alliance»

International Conference on
Advanced Pulmonology,
Respiratory Medicine &

7 Pty epp.
) PP, Lung Health

RESPIRATORY HEALTH
AS AN EU PRIORITY
Prevention | Environment Ri
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Theme: Shaping the Future of Respiratory Health
Through Innovation, Integration, and Global Insight
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https://www.activecitizenship.net/events/1365-25-27-june-2026-barcelona-spain-international-conference-on-advanced-pulmonology-respiratory-medicine-lung-health-icprl-2026.html
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Mariano Votta
Responsible EU Affairs at Cittadinanzattiva
Director Active Citizenship Network
m.votta@cittadinanzattiva.it
Pl @ marianovotta
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