
Incorporating COVID-19 into the broader narrative on 
respiratory diseases: A citizens and patients’ perspective 

towards the development of an EU respiratory health plan
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EU qualitative survey 

Top threats to respiratory health in the next years:
• Financial constraints: 76,7%

• Impact of air pollution and climate change: 48,8%
• Antimicrobial resistance: 32,6%

• Pandemic Anxiety: 83,7% of respondents remain persistently concerned about new pandemics.

• Lack of Preparedness: only 27,9% consider the preparedness of national authorities to be adequate.

• Digital Stagnation: progress in e-Health is perceived as “minimal” by over 70% of organizations.

• Untapped Potential: uneven public communication efforts, particularly for VPRDs; there is near-unanimous support for involving 

pharmacists in vaccination campaigns, yet civic and patient organizations remain significantly underutilized as strategic partners in 

health communication. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfqp_Pr_UqiC7tovFTgQPStv160hKY7AUzFRJ_gweViqO8ZLg/closedform
https://medvixpublications.org/article/incorporating-covid-19-into-the-broader-narrative-on-respiratory-diseases-a-citizens-and-patients-perspective-towards-the-development-of-an-eu-respiratory-health-plan


Pillar 1: Supporting the Health Workforce

Pillar 2: Motivating, Engaging, and Empowering PAGs and CSOs across 
Member States

Pillar 3: Reinforcing multi-stakeholder dialogue and bridging the gap between 
Healthcare Professional (HCP) associations and civil society

Pillar 4: Policy Dialogue at the EU Level

Pillar 5: Building a broader “European Respiratory Care Alliance”

The 5 Strategic Pillars



“European civil society unites to strengthen health workforce 
and citizens’ right to health”

Eu Call to Action” to the European Commission to Urgently Address the Health Workforce Crisis: 42 civic, patient and health
professional organisations, supported by 5 MEPs from the two largest political groups in the European Parliament (EPP and S&D), have
addressed an open letter to the newly elected European Commissioner for Health and Animal Welfare, Olivér Várhelyi. This joint effort,
led by Cittadinanzattiva - Active Citizenship Network and RPP Group, aims to underline the urgency of tackling Europe’s health workforce
crisis to protect citizens’ right to health. List of signatory organisations

Watch the collective video message and the ones by MEP Ondřej 
Dostál (NI, Czech Republic), MEP Loucas Fourlas (EPP, Cyprus), 

MEP András Kulja (EPP, Hungary), MEP Tomislav Sokol (EPP, 
Croatia)

MEP Ondřej Dostál (NI, Czechia) and MEP 
Brando Benifei (S&D, Italy) signing the open 

letter
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“Supporting health workforce to strengthen patients’ 
rights in the EU”. With this message, the 

#CareforAll2024 campaign, featuring representatives of 
13 associations from 10 countries as testimonials. 

Read more - For the video message, click here

“Supporting health workforce to strengthen patients’ rights in the EU” 

https://www.activecitizenship.net/campaigns/1247-2024-careforall-2024-campaign.html
https://medvixpublications.org/article/call-to-action-to-the-european-commission-to-urgently-address-the-health-workforce-crisis-and-the-upskilling-of-healthcare-professionals
https://www.activecitizenship.net/campaigns/1247-2024-careforall-2024-campaign.html
https://youtu.be/TYdN5a7fBso?si=iSYwF60UcId2xIjh


EU workshops on European policies & advocacy in respiratory care

Read more (A – B)

Read more (C – D)

https://www.activecitizenship.net/insights/1317-workshop-on-european-policies-and-advocacy-in-respiratory-care-brussels-3-october-2025.html
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/active-citizenship-network_careforall-publichealth-respiratorycare-activity-7380885863112568832-lv4Y/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAWrTBgBhS8W-KUw0uaF6KeY5T1DZ6hY-KE
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/active-citizenship-network_activecitizenshipnetwork-prevention-immunisation-activity-7261684532913864705-7qA5/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/active-citizenship-network_activecitizenshipnetwork-prevention-immunisation-activity-7261684532913864705-7qA5/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.activecitizenship.net/events/1222-14-october-2024-brussels-belgium-online-empowering-mobilizing-pags-on-covid-19-and-long-covid-prevention-immunization-treatments.html


EU campaign “Advancing Respiratory Care Across Europe”

To know more: A – B

https://www.activecitizenship.net/campaigns/1333-2025-careforall-campaign-2025.html
youtube.com/watch?v=_LUOYHRu9UE&feature=youtu.be


• The EU Working Group on Respiratory Care is a collaborative initiative launched to address the growing burden of 
respiratory diseases across Europe. 

• Co-organised by the Active Citizenship Network (ACN) and the RPP Group, the Working Group brings together EU-
level scientific societies, healthcare professionals, and national patient advocacy organisations to foster dialogue, 
share best practices, and shape policy recommendations. 

• the Working Group aims to ensure that respiratory health becomes a central component of EU public health 
planning, with a particular focus on prevention, equity, and resilience.

Working Group on Respiratory Care 

Read more
Read more

https://www.activecitizenship.net/events/1275-28-may-2025-i-online-eu-working-group-on-respiratory-care-kick-off-meeting.html
https://www.activecitizenship.net/events/1314-22-september-2025-i-online-eu-working-group-on-respiratory-care-second-meeting.html


Endorsed by:

• 24 National CSOs & PAGs from 13 Member States

• EUROPEAN UMBRELLA PATIENTS’ ORGANIZATIONS:
1. European Liver Patients’ Association (ELPA)
2. International Patient Organisation for Primary Immunodeficiencies 
(IPOPI)

• HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS’ ASSOCIATIONS:
1.Federation of European Academies of Medicine (FEAM)
2.World Federation of Public Health Associations (WFPHA)
3.European Scientific Working group on Influenza and other Respiratory 
Viruses (ESWI)
4.European Specialist Nurses Organisation – ESNO
5.European Medical Association – EMA
6.European Geriatric Medicine Society – EuGMS

The eleven recommendations outlined in the Call to
Action are intended to provide robust, evidence-
based input to ensure that the specific needs of
respiratory health are fully addressed and embedded
in an upgraded, unified European framework for
infection control, providing better protection for the
health rights of European citizens. Read more

Click here to download the document

Policy recommendations for an EU Respiratory Health Plan:  
Call to Action (I)

https://www.activecitizenship.net/insights/1356-policy-recommendations-for-an-eu-respiratory-health-plan-a-call-to-action.html
https://mkscienceset.com/articles_file/445-_article1769693169.pdf
https://mkscienceset.com/articles_file/445-_article1769693169.pdf
https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/insight/EU_WG_on_Respiratory_Care_CallToAction_final.pdf


Policy recommendations for an EU Respiratory Health Plan:  
Call to Action (II)

1. Prevention & Early Detection

• Scale up prevention: Vaccination, smoking cessation, and 
environmental policies to cut respiratory disease incidence.

• Improve early detection: Strengthen screening for timely 
intervention and less healthcare strain.

• Integrate respiratory care: Embed it within IPC strategies to 
address respiratory risks.

Areas of Interest

3. Equitable Access & Support for Vulnerable 
Populations

• Remove access barriers: Reduce wait times, specialist gaps, 
financial and social inequalities.

• Prioritise vulnerable groups: Elderly, children, and people with 
chronic or rare conditions.

• Include patient voices: Ensure vulnerable groups are 
represented in policy design.

2. Improved Access to Treatment

• Ensure equitable access: Essential medicines, antivirals, and new 
therapies across Member States.

• Support innovative care models: Integrated clinics, telemonitoring, 
and mobile screening.

• Include in preparedness plans: Integrate treatment strategies to 
manage seasonal and pandemic surges.

4. Public Awareness and Healthcare Workforce 
Upskilling

• Launch EU awareness campaigns: Promote respiratory prevention 
and adult vaccination.

• Invest in workforce training: Upskill healthcare professionals, 
including respiratory nurses and geriatric specialists.

• Strengthen engagement skills: Include patient communication and 
digital literacy in training.

By acting now, we can not only reduce the current burden but also
future proof our systems against emerging respiratory threats.

The time for coordinated evidence-based action is now



As a member of the Steering Group on Prevention of
Respiratory Infections we contributed to the Call to Action
“Toward a Council Recommendation on the value of
immunisation against respiratory infections”

Call for a Council Recommendation 
on immunisation against 

respiratory infections
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• Under the EU Safe Hearts Plan, the European Commission will propose a Council recommendation on
immunisation against respiratory infections as a preventive measure for cardiovascular disease.

• However, the European Parliament Committee on Public Health's (SANT) first draft of its report on an
EU cardiovascular diseases strategy make s no mention of vaccination.

Institutional policy dialogue at the EU Parliament

“Council recommendation on the value of immunisation against respiratory 

infections: a step towards an EU Respiratory Health Plan?”

(Brussels, 18 March 2026)

The event, hosted by Cypriot MEP Michalis
Hadjipantela (EPP Group), brought together
experts and representatives of EU
institutions interested in the Council
Recommendation on the value of
immunisation against respiratory infections.
To know more (A – B)

https://health.ec.europa.eu/non-communicable-diseases/cardiovascular-health_en
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EU Respiratory Health Plan: repository

• VACCINES TODAY (March 17th, 2026): Europe needs a Respiratory Health Plan that prioritises prevention
• HEALTH EUROPA (10th March 2026): The role of vaccination against respiratory infections as a tool for preventing

cardiovascular disease
• SUNTEXT REVIEW OF CASE REPORTS & IMAGES (Published date: 23 February 2026) Leveraging Civil Society and 

Community Leadership to Support Public Vaccination Policies: Collection of Grassroots Mobilisation Initiatives across 
Europe

• JOURNAL OF ZOONOTIC PATHOGENS AND ONE HEALTH POLICY (Published: 31 January 2026): Priorities to Strengthen 
Respiratory Health Strategy in the European Union

• TREND SANITÀ (3 Nov 2025): Respiratory Health in Europe: Integrating Environment, Prevention and Access to Care
• TREND SANITÀ (3 Nov 2025): Salute respiratoria in Europa: integrazione tra ambiente, prevenzione e accesso alle cure (IT)
• HEALTH EUROPA (2nd October 2025): Towards the development of an “EU respiratory health plan”
• JOURNAL OF MEDICAL & CLINICAL CASE REPORTS (Published date: 12 September 2025): Incorporating COVID-19 Into the

Broader Narrative on Respiratory Diseases. A Citizens' and Patients’ Perspective Towards the Development of An EU
Respiratory Health Plan

• ACN monthly Newsletter (Sept 2025): “Special edition on our commitment on vaccination and respiratory care”
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Promoting «European Respiratory Care Alliance» across Europe

https://www.activecitizenship.net/events/1374-27-28-april-2026-berlin-germany-4th-european-congress-on-human-genetics.html
https://ehmaconference.org/ehmc-2026-conference-programme/
https://www.activecitizenship.net/events/1383-21-22-september-2026-berlin-germany-vaccines-conference-vvic-2026.html


Panelist:
• 24 June 2025 I Linking Adult Immunization and Chronic Disease Management to

Advance Healthy Aging in Europe
• 9 September 2025 I EU webinar "Is Preventative Medicine a Human Right?“
• 25 September 2025 | Brussels (Belgium): “Viral threats, immune challenges: shaping

the future of respiratory care – the PID patients’ perspective”
• 22-23 October 2025 I 12th Global Webinar on Public Health
• 10-11 November 2025 | Barcelona (Spain): 17th Global Summit on Nursing

Education & Healthcare
• 26-27 November 2025 | Webinar: 4th Global Summit on Public Health
EU-funded project:
• Providing external support for the IMPORTANCE-Implications of Positive Airway

Pressure and Home Mechanical Ventilation - TowArds optimal patient CarE, a
European Respiratory Society Clinical Research Collaboration.

Publications:
• “COVID-19 Policy and Disease Management Recommendations in the Post-Pandemic

Era Best Practices to Support High-Risk and At-Risk Patients”

25 September 2025 | Brussels

Jubilee 2025 in Rome (Italy): Prevention campaign "Know the path. Walk 

with care", urging citizens and visitors to monitor for respiratory symptoms 

and to get tested if they suspect any symptoms. Read more

Respiratory Care: supporting initiatives across EU
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