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EU qualitative survey

Pandemic Anxiety: 83,7% of respondents remain persistently concerned about new pandemics.
Lack of Preparedness: only 27,9% consider the preparedness of national authorities to be adequate.
Digital Stagnation: progress in e-Health is perceived as “minimal” by over 70% of organizations.

Untapped Potential: uneven public communication efforts, particularly for VPRDs; there is near-unanimous support for involving

pharmacists in vaccination campaigns, yet civic and patient organizations remain significantly underutilized as strategic partners in
health communication. ] ]
Top threats to respiratory health in the next years:
* Financial constraints: 76,7%
* Impact of air pollution and climate change: 48,8%
N7 Journal of Medical and Clinical Case Reports * Antimicrobial resistance: 32,6%
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The 5 Strategic Pillars

Pillar 1: Supporting the Health Workforce

Pillar 2: Motivating, Engaging, and Empowering PAGs and CSOs across
Member States

Pillar 3: Reinforcing multi-stakeholder dialogue and bridging the gap between
Healthcare Professional (HCP) associations and civil society

Pillar 4: Policy Dialogue at the EU Level

Pillar 5: Building a broader “European Respiratory Care Alliance” G
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““European civil society unites to strengthen health workforce
and citizens’ right to health”

Eu Call to Action” to the European Commission to Urgently Address the Health Workforce Crisis: 42 civic, patient and healt
professional organisations, supported by 5 MEPs from the two largest political groups in the European Parliament (EPP and S&D), have
addressed an open letter to the newly elected European Commissioner for Health and Animal Welfare, Olivér Varhelyi. This joint effort

led by Cittadinanzattiva - Active Citizenship Network and RPP Group, aims to underline the urgency of tackling Europe’s health workforce
crisis to protect citizens’ right to health. List of signatory organisations

A #CareforAll

Watch the collective video message and the ones by MEP Ondrej
Dostal (NI, Czech Republic), MEP Loucas Fourlas (EPP, Cyprus),
MEP Andras Kulja (EPP, Hungary), MEP Tomislav Sokol (EPP,
Croatia)
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“Supporting health workforce to strengthen patients’ rights in the EU”’

“Supporting health workforce to strengthen patients’
rights in the EU”. With this message, the
#CareforAll2024 campaign, featuring representatives of
13 associations from 10 countries as testimonials.

Read more - For the video message, click here

Journal of Medical and Clinical Case Reports
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Call to Action to the European Commission to Urgently Address the Health Workforce
Crisis and the Upskilling of Healthcare Professionals
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EU workshops on European policies & advocacy in respiratory care

Empowering
& mobilizing
PAGs on COVID-13

Workshop on European Policies and Advocacy in Respiratory care

EU workshop
3 October 2025 | 09:00 - 13:00
Thon Hotel Brussels City Centre
o
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Read more (A — B)

Empowering & mobilizing PAGs on COVID-19 (and long COVID)
Prevention, immunization & treatments
EU workshop

14 October 2024 | 14:30 - 19:00
Martin’s Hotel, Brussels

ot s N ons
ATTADINANZZATIVA

aiTl\'li CITIZENSHIP NETWORK
CITTADINANZZZ I TIVA



https://www.activecitizenship.net/insights/1317-workshop-on-european-policies-and-advocacy-in-respiratory-care-brussels-3-october-2025.html
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/active-citizenship-network_careforall-publichealth-respiratorycare-activity-7380885863112568832-lv4Y/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAAAWrTBgBhS8W-KUw0uaF6KeY5T1DZ6hY-KE
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/active-citizenship-network_activecitizenshipnetwork-prevention-immunisation-activity-7261684532913864705-7qA5/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/active-citizenship-network_activecitizenshipnetwork-prevention-immunisation-activity-7261684532913864705-7qA5/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.activecitizenship.net/events/1222-14-october-2024-brussels-belgium-online-empowering-mobilizing-pags-on-covid-19-and-long-covid-prevention-immunization-treatments.html

EU campaign ‘“Advancing Respiratory Care Across Europe”

#CareforAll 2025 is part of the ‘Advancing Respiratory Care at the EU Level’ project. It has been Advancing Respiratory Care
developed in partnership with 13 patient advocacy groups from 9 countries. Across Europe
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Working Group on Respiratory Care

* The EU Working Group on Respiratory Care is a collaborative initiative launched to address the growing burden of
respiratory diseases across Europe.

» Co-organised by the Active Citizenship Network (ACN) and the RPP Group, the Working Group brings together EU-
level scientific societies, healthcare professionals, and national patient advocacy organisations to foster dialogue,
share best practices, and shape policy recommendations.

* the Working Group aims to ensure that respiratory health becomes a central component of EU public health
planning, with a particular focus on prevention, equity, and resilience.

SAVE THE DATE: Universidad

del Paciente

EU WORKING GROUP ON RESPIRATORY oty S . 0 y la Familia

CARE - KICK-OFF MEETING

Wednesday, 28 May 2025 | 14:30-16:30 CEST | Online
EU WORKING GROUP ON RESPIRATORY CARE
- SECOND MEETING

Monday, 22 September 2025 | from 14:30 to 16:30 CEST | Online

Read more

Read more
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Policy recommendations for an EU Respiratory Health Plan:
Call to Action (I)

CALL TO ACTION Endorsed by:

24 National CSOs & PAGs from 13 Member States

e EUROPEAN UMBRELLA PATIENTS’ ORGANIZATIONS:
1. European Liver Patients’ Association (ELPA)

2. International Patient Organisation for Primary Immunodeficiencies
(IPOPI)

e HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS’ ASSOCIATIONS:
X Gmw 1.Federation of European Academies of Medicine (FEAM)
on Respiratory Cat8 2.World Federation of Public Health Associations (WFPHA)
3.European Scientific Working group on Influenza and other Respiratory
Viruses (ESWI)
4.European Specialist Nurses Organisation — ESNO
5.European Medical Association — EMA
6.European Geriatric Medicine Society — EUGMS

The eleven recommendations outlined in the Call to
Action are intended to provide robust, evidence-
based input to ensure that the specific needs of
respiratory health are fully addressed and embedded
in an upgraded, unified European framework for
infection control, providing better protection for the
health rights of European citizens. Read more

ail'l\'li Crrizensmr NETWORK
Click here to download the document CITTADINANZZEITIV
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Policy recommendations for an EU Respiratory Health Plan:
Call to Action (ll)

Scale up prevention: Vaccination, smoking cessation, and Ensure equitable access: Essential medicines, antivirals, and new
environmental policies to cut respiratory disease incidence. therapies across Member States.

Improve early detection: Strengthen screening for timely Support innovative care models: Integrated clinics, telemonitoring,
intervention and less healthcare strain. and mobile screening.

Integrate respiratory care: Embed it within IPC strategies to Include in preparedness plans: Integrate treatment strategies to
address respiratory risks. manage seasonal and pandemic surges.

Launch EU awareness campaigns: Promote respiratory prevention
and adult vaccination.

Invest in workforce training: Upskill healthcare professionals,
including respiratory nurses and geriatric specialists.

Strengthen engagement skills: Include patient communication and
digital literacy in training.

Remove access barriers: Reduce wait times, specialist gaps,
financial and social inequalities.

Prioritise vulnerable groups: Elderly, children, and people with
chronic or rare conditions.

Include patient voices: Ensure vulnerable groups are
represented in policy design.

By acting now, we can not only reduce the current burden but also ,
future proof our systems against emerging respiratory threats. @enive CTzENSIIP NETWORK
The time for coordinated evidence-based action is now CITTADINANZZZI IV




Call for a Council Recommendation
on immunisation against
respiratory infections

Toward a Council Recommendation
on the value of immunisation

Steering Group
on Prevention of
Respiratory Infections

against respiratory infections

O EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

We call for a new Council Recommendation on the value
of immunisation against respiratory infections.

In a world of rising health threats and mounting pressure on health

systems, the EU has a clear opportunity and responsibility

The EU has already taken steps to promote immunisation against infiu

enza with the 2( X ndation ¢ 350 uenza

to lead on preparedness by reinforcing i
healthprevention P NG mitiaatic
s not only a public

tions is a proven, cost-effective tool E
autonomy, reducing economic losses and reliance on emergency
measures and external supplies during crises.

services, and underr ity and econor

Safe and effective i isation tools are avai and the
pi ion of: i h feasible and costeffec-
tive. A comprehensive EUapproach will save lives C ic
productivity, and maintain publ rring that tt is
prepared for future cross-borde vis the time for
the EU to take responsibility and act decisively to protect the health

and security of its citizens

@ Steering Group

on Influenza
Vaccination

As a member of the Steering Group on Prevention of
Respiratory Infections we contributed to the Call to Action

“Toward a Council

Recommendation on the value of

immunisation against respiratory infections”

Calling for a new Council

Recommendation on the value of
immunisation against respiratory infections

A new Council Recommendation should:

Callon Member
States to:

Use New Economic Governance
Framework (NEGF) flexibilities
| to exclude immunisation spending
" from caps on country’s budget
deficits.

Fund education, training, and
best-practice exchange for
healthcare professionals.

~. AdoptEU-wide coverage
\ targets for influenza, COVID-19,
| RSV, and pneumococcal disease,
/ using the 75% flu benchmark for
at risk populations.

Strengthen survelllance by

expanding existing flu systems
| toinclude COVID-19, RSV, and

pneumococcal disease.

Tackle misinformation through
transparent communication
/ and community engagement.

Invite the European
Commission to:

Commit dedicated EU funding
for immunisation access,
innovation, and confidence.

Issue guidance for Member
States on prevention budgeting
under NEGF flexibilities.

Empower the ECDC to set
harmonised reporting
standards on coverage.

Invest in digital infrastructure
to track immunisation coverage
as a key performance indicator.

Develop guidelines to embed
immunisation in medical
education and daily practice.

Integrate immunisation into all
EU health and resilience strategies,
including the forthcoming
Cardiovascular Health Plan

Now is the time for the EU to take responsibility and act
decisively to protect the health and security of its citizens.
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Institutional policy dialogue at the EU Parliament
‘““Council recommendation on the value of immunisation against respiratory

infections: a step towards an EU Respiratory Health Plan?”’
(Brussels, 18 March 2026)

 Under the EU Safe Hearts Plan, the European Commission will propose a Council recommendation on
immunisation against respiratory infections as a preventive measure for cardiovascular disease.

 However, the European Parliament Committee on Public Health's (SANT) first draft of its report on an
EU cardiovascular diseases strategy make s no mention of vaccination.

S

Advancing

The event, hosted by Cypriot MEP Michalis
e (45 @ . Respirato
Hadjipantela (EPP Group), brought together VEPL , ' Care at tid
DRAFT REPORT . B : , 2
experts and representatives of EU
- institutions interested in the Council
Recommendation on the value of
immunisation against respiratory infections.
To know more (A — B)
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EU Respiratory Health Plan: repository

VACCINES TODAY (March 17th, 2026): Europe needs a Respiratory Health Plan that prioritises prevention

HEALTH EUROPA (10th March 2026): The role of vaccination against respiratory infections as a tool for preventing
cardiovascular disease

SUNTEXT REVIEW OF CASE REPORTS & IMAGES (Published date: 23 February 2026) Leveraging Civil Society and
Community Leadership to Support Public Vaccination Policies: Collection of Grassroots Mobilisation Initiatives across
Europe

JOURNAL OF ZOONOTIC PATHOGENS AND ONE HEALTH POLICY (Published: 31 January 2026): Priorities to Strengthen
Respiratory Health Strategy in the European Union

TREND SANITA (3 Nov 2025): Respiratory Health in Europe: Integrating Environment, Prevention and Access to Care
TREND SANITA (3 Nov 2025): Salute respiratoria in Europa: integrazione tra ambiente, prevenzione e accesso alle cure (IT)
HEALTH EUROPA (2nd October 2025): Towards the development of an “EU respiratory health plan”

JOURNAL OF MEDICAL & CLINICAL CASE REPORTS (Published date: 12 September 2025): Incorporating COVID-19 Into the
Broader Narrative on Respiratory Diseases. A Citizens' and Patients’ Perspective Towards the Development of An EU
Respiratory Health Plan

ACN monthly Newsletter (Sept 2025): “Special edition on our commitment on vaccination and respiratory care”
“Q

Research Article

Journal of Zoonotic Pathogens and One Health Policy

Policy Priorities to Strengthen Respiratory Health Strategy in the European < L
Union rato Respiratory Health in Europe: Integrating
Marfano Votta’* Bianca Ferralolo®, Kinga Wéjtowicz’, Luca Marlo Comincioli, Francesco Santarossa® EnVirOnment, Prevention and Access to Care

& Georglos Mavrodimitrakis

4 Social and environmental inequalities weigh heavily on respiratory health across Europe. During the
Workshop on European Policies and Advocacy in Respiratory Care held in Brussels, organized by
Cittadir iva-Active Citi; ip Network, Professor Guglielmo Trovato emphasized the need for an

integrated approach linking envi polici , and i training to

ensure equity and quality of care a:rl\l [:”12":‘5““' .\VET“"HU\
~aar e T CITTADINANZZZT TIVA
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Promoting «European Respiratory Care Alliance» across Europe
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4" European Congress on

Human Genetics

April 27-28, 2026

Holiday Inn Berlin Airport Conference Centre, Berlin, Germany

Future-proofing health systems fora
changing world: from strategy to action

10 - 12 June 2026 - Barcelona, Spain Y 2 am}gﬁ:mzs

o From underestimated threat to system
=5 SEPTEMBER priority: strengthening respiratory infectious
6/21-22 disease surveillance and immunisation in
Europe

8" EUROPEAN CONGRESS ON

INFECTIOUS DISEASES

September 24-25, 2026
RADISSON HOTEL BUDAPEST, BUDAPART, HUNGARY

Theme: “Advancing Infectious Disease Research: Shaping the Future
of Global Health"

aifl\'lf Crrizensmr NETWORK
CITTADINANZZZTIVA



https://www.activecitizenship.net/events/1374-27-28-april-2026-berlin-germany-4th-european-congress-on-human-genetics.html
https://ehmaconference.org/ehmc-2026-conference-programme/
https://www.activecitizenship.net/events/1383-21-22-september-2026-berlin-germany-vaccines-conference-vvic-2026.html

Respiratory Care: supporting initiatives across EU

Panelist:
24 June 2025 | Linking Adult Immunization and Chronic Disease Management to
Advance Healthy Aging in Europe
9 September 2025 | EU webinar "Is Preventative Medicine a Human Right?“
25 September 2025 | Brussels (Belgium): “Viral threats, immune challenges: shaping
the future of respiratory care —the PID patients’ perspective”
22-23 October 2025 | 12th Global Webinar on Public Health
10-11 November 2025 | Barcelona (Spain): 17th Global Summit on Nursing
Education & Healthcare
26-27 November 2025 | Webinar: 4th Global Summit on Public Health
EU-funded project:
* Providing external support for the IMPORTANCE-Implications of Positive Airway
Pressure and Home Mechanical Ventilation - TowArds optimal patient CarE, a
European Respiratory Society Clinical Research Collaboration. r i |
publications: ~ Hl Giubileonon |
* “COVID-19 Policy and Disease Management Recommendations in the Post-Pandemic | | cap'ta "tu‘tti.i gio"ni'
Era Best Practices to Support High-Risk and At-Risk Patients” ——— : e .

Jubilee 2025 in Rome (Italy): Prevention campaign "Know the path. Walk o —

with care", urging citizens and visitors to monitor for respiratory symptoms

and to get tested if they suspect any symptoms. Read more
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https://www.activecitizenship.net/multimedia/files/media/news/COVID-19_Policy_and_Disease_Management_Recommendations_in_the_Post-Pandemic_Era.pdf
https://www.farmacista33.it/aggiornamento-professionale/30929/infezioni-respiratorie-e-covid-19-pfizer-lancia-campagna-di-prevenzione-per-il-giubileo-2025.html
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Mariano Votta
Responsible EU Affairs at Cittadinanzattiva
Director Active Citizenship Network
m.votta@cittadinanzattiva.it
Pl @ marianovotta
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