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Who do you believe?
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Autism and measles, mumps, and rubella (MMR) vaccine
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Autism and measles, mumps, and rubella (MMR) vaccine
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• Lead to MMR vaccine refusal

• Research shown to be incorrect

• GMC remove Wakefield from register

• Wakefield in USA private funding
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Some myths about vaccines



Myth n.1: Vaccines weaken the immune system

• Studies demonstrate that vaccines do not weaken the immune 
system
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• Today we know which vaccines can or 
cannot be administered at the same 
time.



Myth n.2: Vaccines are not useful anymore

• After the publication of the Wakefield study many parents did 
not agree to vaccinate their children 
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CASES OF MEASLES IN ENGLAND AND WALES

Source: Andrea Grignolio, «Storie sui 
Vaccini »Institute Pasteur of 
Italy/IBSA, page n.43 
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How to recognise fake news?
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Good science = scientific rigor

Source: Arturo Casadevall, Ferric C. FangmBio Nov 2016, 7 (6) e01902-16; DOI: 
10.1128/mBio.01902-16 



Tips for evaluating news 

1. Check the publisher’s credibility
Would the publishing site meet academic citation standards?
Just because a site is popular among your friends does not mean 
its content is accurate.

Who is the author? Has he or she published anything else? 
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Source: Christina Nagler, 4 Tips for Spotting a Fake News Story, Harvard Summer School, 
https://www.summer.harvard.edu/inside-summer/4-tips-spotting-fake-news-story 



Tips for evaluating news 
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2. Pay attention to quality and timeliness
Are there spelling mistakes? Reputable sources have high 
proofreading and grammatical standards. 

Is the story current or recycled? Make sure an older story isn’t 
being taken out of context.



Tips for evaluating news 
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3. Check the sources and citations
Who is (or is not) quoted, and what do they say? Credible journalism is 
fed by fact-gathering.

Is the information available on other sites? Credible information is 
usually reported in other sources. 

Can you perform reverse searches for sources and images? By checking 
cited sources, you can confirm that the information has been accurately 
applied and not altered to meet the author’s point of view. 



Planned development in computer aided detection 
of fake news

• Prof. Piek Vossen (Computational lexicology), Vrije University 
Amsterdam

• Blogging, emotion, conspiracy -- No evidence

• How to find your way
Developing web, order information by shared observation

• Perspective web (in progress)
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Contact details:
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E-mail: george.griffin@feam.eu

Twitter: @FedEuroAcadMed

www.feam.eu

mailto:george.griffin@feam.eu
https://twitter.com/fedeuroacadmed
http://www.feam.eu/
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