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Hardworking Britons may
receive TAX CUT Financial
Secretary hints ahead of Autumn
Budget

HOPES of an income tax cut for millions of hard-working households were dramatically
boosted last night when a Treasury minister signalled that keeping taxes low will be a top
Budget
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Promised tax cuts dro

fare

Higher personal allowance abandoned as Hammond gives ground on universal credit

The Daily Telegraph

HILIP HAMMOND plans
P to scrap a promised in-
come tax cut to pay for a

climbdown on universal credit, The
Daily Telegraph understands.

The Chancellor is under pressure to
find an extra £.2billion to ease the
troubled roll-out of the benefit
scheme after ministers admitted
some people would be worse off.

Esther Mcvey, the Work and Pen-
sions Secretary, is reported to have
warned Cabinet colleagues that
some recipients would be £2,400-
a-year poorer under universal credit
(uc).

Sir John Major, the former prime
minister, yesterday warned that the
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Government could trigger “the sort
of problems that the Conservative
Party ran into with the poll tax” if it
did not urgently address the prob-
lems. Both he and Iain Duncan
Smith, the architect of UC, said the
Government needed to reverse a
£2billion cut to UC made by George
Osborne in 2015.

It is thought the extra money would
be used to counter some of the
former chancellor’s changes. No10o
hinted at a climbdown, saying: “We
are listening to concerns and we are
taking a test-and-learn approach to
universal credit, improving the sys-
tern as we roll it out.”

The Daily Telegraph understands
that Mr Hammond plans to scrap a

manifesto pledge to raise the per-
sonal allowance for income tax in
order to put more money into UC.
The Tories promised to increase the
level at which workers start paying
income tax from £11,850 to £12,500
by 2020.

The higher rate income tax thresh-
old was meant to rise from £46,351
to £50,000 over the same period,
according to the Tory manifesto
pledge. The Chancellor is already
under pressure to raise taxes at the
Budget following the Prime Minis-
ter’s pledge to give the NHS a £20
billion funding boost by 2023. He
must also find another £1.8 billion
to pay for a freeze on fuel duty and
more money for housing. UC re-
places a range of existing welfare

ped to fund wel-

payments and is designed to en-
courage claimants back into work by
ensuring that getting a job will al-
ways make them better off.

However, workers on the lowest in-
comes can find themselves out of
pocket when they start earning
more.

Ms Mcvey said: “I have said we
made tough decisions — and some
people will be worse off.” Mr Dun-
can Smith, who quit as work and
pensions secretary over the £2bil-
lion cuts, said they must be reversed
for the system to operate as
planned.

Sir John told the BBC: “You need to
look at those people who in the

short term are going to lose, and
protect them, or you will run into
the sort of problems the Conserva-
tive Party ran into in the late Eight-
ies.” Nigel Mills, the Tory MP, urged
ministers to slow down the roll-out
until payments were made accu-
rately and on time.

Reports last night also alleged the
Government had inserted clauses
into contracts with charities and
companies working with universal
credit claimants to prevent them
criticising its work.

A government spokesman said UC
was “based on the sound principles
that work should always pay and
those who need support receive it.
We are listening to concerns about
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achieving these principles, improv-
ing the benefit, and targeting sup-
port to the most vulnerable, includ-
ing for around one million disabled
people who will receive a higher
award under universal credit.”

When Sir John Major and Gordon
Brown agree on something, it's
worth paying attention. As prime
ministers, both had serious flaws.
But as retired politicians, they know
how to use their status to put ne-
glected issues on the political
agenda, as they have over universal
credit. Both have this week sug-
gested that the painful implemen-
tation of the new benefits system
will result in a “poll tax moment”,
with people taking to the streets to
protest in a show of anger that
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e Summary

Introduction
Background
Patients and
methods We investigated a consecutive series of children with chronic enterocolitis and regressive developmental disorder.
Results Methods
Discussion 12 children (mean age 6 years [range 3-10], 11 boys) were referred to a paediatric gastroenterology unit with a history of normal

development followed by loss of acquired skills, including language, together with diarrhoea and abdominal pain. Children
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Tables Findings
Linked Article Onset of behavioural symptoms was associated, by the parents, with measles, mumps, and rubella vaccination in eight of the 12

children, with measles infection in one child, and otitis media in another. All 12 children had intestinal abnormalities, ranging from
lymphoid nodular hyperplasia to aphthoid ulceration. Histology showed patchy chronic inflammation in the colon in 11 children and
reactive ileal lymphoid hyperplasia in seven, but no granulomas. Behavioural disorders included autism (nine), disintegrative
psychosis (one), and possible postviral or vaccinal encephalitis (two). There were no focal neurological abnormalities and MRI and
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Myth n.1: Vaccines weaken the immune system

e Studies demonstrate that vaccines do not weaken the immune
system

e Today we know which vaccines can or
cannot be administered at the same N
time.

y
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Myth n.2: Vaccines are not useful anymore _
Al

e After the publication of the Wakefield study many parents did
not agree to vaccinate their children
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How to recognise fake news?

06/11/2018



06/11/2018

Good science = scientific rigor
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Source: Arturo Casadevall, Ferric C. FangmBio Nov 2016, 7 (6) e01902-16; DOI:
10.1128/mBi0.01902-16
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Tips for evaluating news

1. Check the publisher’s credibility

Would the publishing site meet academic citation standards?
Just because a site is popular among your friends does not mean

Its content is accurate.

Who is the author? Has he or she published anything else?

Source: Christina Nagler, 4 Tips for Spotting a Fake News Story, Harvard Summer School,
https://www.summer.harvard.edu/inside-summer/4-tips-spotting-fake-news-story
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Tips for evaluating news

2. Pay attention to quality and timeliness

Are there spelling mistakes? Reputable sources have high
proofreading and grammatical standards.

Is the story current or recycled? Make sure an older story isn’t
being taken out of context.

06/11/2018
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Tips for evaluating news

3. Check the sources and citations

Who is (or is not) quoted, and what do they say? Credible journalism is
fed by fact-gathering.

Is the information available on other sites? Credible information is
usually reported in other sources.

Can you perform reverse searches for sources and images? By checking
cited sources, you can confirm that the information has been accurately
applied and not altered to meet the author’s point of view.
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Planned development in computer aided detection
of fake news

* Prof. Piek Vossen (Computational lexicology), Vrije University
Amsterdam

* Blogging, emotion, conspiracy -- No evidence

* How to find your way
Developing web, order information by shared observation

e Perspective web (in progress)
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Contact details:

E-mail: george.griffin@feam.eu

Twitter: @FedEuroAcadMed

www.feam.eu
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