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The state of art  
and good experiences from Italy  



Adult vaccination calendar, 2010 - by age 

How the whole story started: an original 
intuition of the Italian Society of Public Health 



Great media impact 
of two vaccination 
calendars proposed 
in 2010 for 
adults/elderly and 
children/adolescents  
(the latter in 
collaboration with 
paediatric societies) 

Corriere della Sera 
‘Vaccines for  

the young elderly’ 



Impact of the Vaccination Calendars 
proposed by Scientific Societies on the 

National Vaccination Plan (NVP) 2012-2014 

 

The content of the NVP for risk groups was 
almost identical to the updated Adult/Elderly 
Calendar 2011 of the Italian Society of Hygiene 
 

The part on immunization of healthcare 
workers was perfectly overlapping 

 



The 2012  
“Calendario Vaccinale per la Vita’ 

 … a vaccination calendar 
proposed by a coalition of 
Scientific Societies and 
Professional Organizations 
of physicians, with the aim 
to offer an immunization 
plan from 0 to 100 years 
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‘Calendario Vaccinale per la Vita’  
(Lifetime Vaccination Calendar): defining 
best practices for HCWs and the public 

• The Lifetime Vaccination Calendar is meant to coagulate 
the scientific world and healthcare practitioners (public 
health, paediatricians, GPs) to propose ‘the best possible 
immunization schedule’ updated regularly, following the 
most recent discoveries and scientific evidences 

• No intent to substitute public health decision makers, 
rather a strong support initiative for Regional Health 
Authorities, to possibly integrate the vaccination offer 
guaranteed as Essential Level of Assistance by the 
National Vaccination Plan… 

• … but also and mainly an important guide to doctors and 
nurses on what to inform about and to propose in the 
interest of population health from an individual point of 
view 

   



……. we have now two calendars 

Essential Levels  
of Assistance 

Source: Prof. Paolo Castiglia, University of Sassari 



Firstly presented October 1, 2014 



Innovative aspects of the  
Lifetime Vaccination Calendar 2014 

• Introduction of dTap/IPV at adolescent age, decennial booster 
with dTap 

• PCV13 to one or more age cohorts ≥65 years and to risk 
subjects at any age 

• Universal MenB in infancy (3+1; 2+1 since month 6 of age) 
• MenACYW135 to all adolescents (both first dose and 

booster), alternative to MenC in infancy 
• Universal varicella vaccination of toddlers with MPRV (or 

MPR+V), with indication of the possible co-administrations 
with Men B, Men C, Men ACYW135 

• HPV vaccination offered to at least two female age cohorts 
and to 12-year old males 

• Universal Rotavirus vaccination 
• Zoster vaccination to at least an age cohort of elderly and to 

all risk subjects 
 



A deep impact on political decisions  
for the country 

• The 2014 edition of the Vaccination Calendar for Life 
was issued at the end of the period of validity of the 
National Vaccination Plan 2012-2014 

• It was assumed by the Ministry of Health and the High 
Health Council (an advisory body to the Minister of 
Health) as the most suitable scientific basis to prepare 
a new triennial vaccination plan.  

• It took almost 3 years to get the new plan be supervised 
and approved by all involved authorities, and to get 
clearance from the Ministry of Economy, due to the 
substantial increase of active and free offer of 
vaccinations.  

• The National Vaccination Plan 2017-2019 was finally 
published in the Italian Official Law Gazette in February 
2017  



National Vaccination Plan 2017-2019:  
Vaccination Schedule 





Main innovations in the 
‘Calendar for Life 2016’ 

• Vaccinations of pregnant women to protect the 
newborn: influenza and pertussis 

• Proposal to start planning the extension of universal 
influenza vaccination to children 

• Varicella in all Regions 
• Meningo B for at risk adolescents and young adults, 

prospectively for all adolescents with 2 doses 
• Possibility to anticipate the first dose of rotavirus 

vaccine at the 6th week of life 
• HTA evaluation of the 9-valent HPV vaccine as the 

paradigm for optimal protection in the perspective of 
universal adolescent immunization (females+males) 





Results in some Regions  
of the first 6 months of implementation - compulsory 

vaccination law 



Thank you for your attention! 
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